GOLDENDALE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

NOVEMBER 17, 2014

7:00 PM

Mayor Clinton Baze called to order the regular meeting of the Goldendale City Council followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL
7:00:48 PM 
PRESENT:
Mayor Clinton Baze


Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault 

STAFF:
City Administrator Larry Bellamy


Clerk-Treasurer Connie Byers


Public Safety Director Rick Johnson


Asst Fire Chief Noah Halm 

ABSENT:
None 

PUBLIC HEARING
7:00:55 PM 

Mayor Baze opened the floor for public comment on the revenue sources for the 2015 budget.

Larry – The revenue sources come from property tax, retail sales tax and utility tax. In the tourism fund we have the motel/hotel tax. The water/sewer revenues are supported by the fees paid by the community for the water/sewer fees.

With no comments from the public the hearing was closed.

7:02:22 PM 

Mayor Baze opened the floor for public comment on the 2015 budget.

Larry – We presented to the council a purposed preliminary budget in October, a preliminary budget in November and it has been available for review for comment. This is the first of two public hearings. The second one will be on December 1st.

Mark Sigfrinius – Is the budget balanced?

Larry – As reported at the first meeting in November we indicated that it was not balanced. There is $130,000 deficit to work on before we get to the final budget. The Budget Committee has met once and has come up with a recommendation that will be made at the next meeting.

With no further comments the hearing was closed.

AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA
It was moved by Council Member Len Crawford, seconded by Council Member Guy Theriault, to approve the agenda and consent agenda.

7:04:05 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

PRESENTATIONS
Darrell Smith stated that the opening of the pot shop without a permit and under a moratorium started a chain of events. With no action by the city, business owners started wondering why they need a city license.  The electorate of Goldendale and the County are no longer able to assume that those who run for office have the best interest of the majority of the citizens in mind. We are asking that the council develop an ordinance that will restrict the pot shop to the current business model with no changes in the future. We ask that you restrict sales to only those products for which they currently have a license.
7:13:03 PM 

Earlene Sullivan requested that the Council consider approving a new 50 year lease with the Chamber as they are updating the building at the cost of $50,000. They would like to know that if they are going to be spending that much money that they would be allowed to stay for a long period of time.

7:16:21 PM 

Tourism Promotion Applications
Goldendale Motor Sports Association – Dennis Schroder stated that this year was the 17th year of doing the car show during Community Days and the Concours de Maryhill 16 years. In 2009 verses 2014 during Community Days we had 56 vehicles and this year we had 127 with 70 of those being from out of town. At the Concours de Maryhill we had 123 in 2009 and this year we had 209 with 194 being from out of town. This is just vehicles entered in the shows. We figure each show averages at least two occupants per car. We feel that our advertising is effective and we have stepped up the ads largely due to the monies we received from the city’s tourism funding. One of the things we have done this year is to add a poker walk. We selected seven businesses where participants would go to pick a card. We felt this was a good tool to get people off of the street and into the businesses.

7:26:05 PM 
ABATE – Tina Krause explained that they are requesting funds to sponsor the Festival of Wheels which is a new undertaking for ABATE. The ideas that we have been discussing is a bike and car show located at Ekone Park. There will be vendors and camping in the field next to Ekone Park. We would like to utilize the skate board park to attract the younger people and try to get some one to run a horse shoe tournament at the pits in the park. We would be advertising in three different magazines, on the radio, newspaper ads and reader board.
7:33:54 PM 
Goldendale Chamber of Commerce – Earlene Sullivan stated that they are requesting an additional $5,000 over the $12,500 that we have received in past years. The Visitor Center provides information to area visitors. We promote tourism to the Goldendale area, Klickitat County and any events for which we are aware. The request allows us to cover a portion of our operating costs and purchase tourism advertising. We have served over 3,000 people in 2014 and distributed 2,500 information bags.
7:41:03 PM 
Golden Phoenix Assembly - Julie Vance stated that the assembly is group of young ladies that do community service work. We were contacted last year to take over the breakfast for the Festival of Speed. A lot of the athletics are up and gone before any restaurants are open. I recommend that you consider the request from the Volcanic Promotions and the Golden Phoenix Assembly in supporting the tourism that brings in over 3,200 people to our community. 
7:48:45 PM 

Goldendale Farmers Market – Judy Shinn stated that they aren’t really asking for tourism dollars, we are just asking for the same kind of support that the City Council has provided us in the past. The council allowed us to use a section of Ekone Park waiving the fees and that is what we are asking for again. 
7:53:58 PM 

Brighter Goldendale Christmas – Anita Clever stated that the Brighter Goldendale Christmas is self reliant and mostly based on volunteers. Cost of advertising is our biggest obstacle. We go to the Chambers in The Dalles, Toppenish, all throughout Klickitat County. We also put on a free community meal and the kids can get their picture taken with Santa. Another obstacle we are facing is that the candy cane lights are getting old and we have to replace them with LEDs which is more expensive than the ones we have.
7:58:21 PM 
Golden Man Triathlon – Lori Anderson stated that we are asking for $1,000 that would go toward advertising but any funds you could give us would be wonderful. Participants come from throughout the gorge area but also from Portland, Yakima, Seattle and the Tri Cities. We advertise in Race Center which is the NW place to go to find out about major athletic events. We also do a lot of radio advertising and posters as well.
8:01:55 PM 

Maren McGowan, The Glass Onion – I wanted to speak on behalf of Volcanic Promotions since John couldn’t be here. We didn’t have much activity at the restaurant the first couple of years but after that we had a huge influx of business. The good thing about this event is that it is consistent. It is held the same week every year and does not conflict with other events. I think it is a big tourist event as people come from all over the world for this International World Cup. I know the hotels are full and the restaurants do very well.
DEPARTMENT REPORTS
8:08:48 PM 
Rick – The fire truck that I spoke about at the last meeting is in Yakima for repair. With this first snow we had three accidents before the sand was put down. I want to remind people that if you are going to warm your vehicles don’t leave it running without locking it and don’t leave the keys inside. 
8:10:24 PM 

Larry gave his report on the financial matters. We will need to make a 3rd quarter adjustment on our budget.

In September the State Auditor performed a 2-year audit for 2012 and 2013. The audit was considered clean with no findings or management letter items. There were three minor audit recommendations for management.

8:13:50 PM 

WCIA comes every year and performs an annual audit. Last year, the audit was based on cyber liability issues and one of the things they were pushing is the need to have passwords that are changed every ninety days. We have instituted a policy to do that but they want us to go further and make sure there is a forced ninety day change. To accomplish this we will have to replace both servers. They are in need of being replaced anyway because Microsoft no longer supports our existing servers.

8:15:08 PM 

Attached in you paperwork are detailed instructions on how to access on line training through the WA State Attorney General’s Office Open Government Training Web Page and a Q & A discussion about the basics of the Act. Please review the information, take the training course and document the training. Once complete, please contact Sandy and she can assist you with any questions you may have and any help you need preparing the certificate of completion.

8:17:32 PM 

The PUD of Klickitat County is looking at doing a large project, the John Day Pumped Storage Hydroelectric Project.
COUNCIL BUSINESS
Tourism Promotion Applications Referral
Larry – In our funding application and guidelines suggests that the Budget Committee meet on December 8th to review the applications and come up with a recommendation to be presented at the Council Meeting on the 15th. Andy – I have to work that day. The meeting was set for December 9th.

It was moved by Council Member Guy Theriault, seconded by Council Member Deanna Luth, to refer the tourism funding application requests to the Budget Committee for evaluation and a recommendation on how the funding will be distributed and make their recommendation to the full council on December 15th.

8:21:12 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

Marijuana Ban Ordinance Referral
8:21:17 PM 

Larry – It has been suggested by the council that we draft an ordinance that would prohibit production, processing and or sale of marijuana in all zoning districts. To make these text changes, after review of our zoning code, it states that any text changes to the zoning code be referred to the Planning Commission for a public hearing. Following the public hearing the Planning Commission will then report its recommendation back to the council.

It was moved by Council Member Guy Theriault, seconded by Council Member Mike Canon, to refer the draft ordinance, for prohibiting, processing and or sale of marijuana in all zoning districts within the City of Goldendale, to the Planning Commission for a public hearing and recommendation back to the City Council.
8:27:46 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

Rick – You forgot the word production.
Guy – So amended

Mike – Second

Letter to Liquor Control Board
Larry – The council had suggested that a letter be written to the WA State Liquor Control Board (LCB) that details the violation by Golden Dispensaries to open for business without a certificate of occupancy or a business license. Included in your paperwork is a draft letter for your review and also the material that Richard Ellis gave to me at the last council meeting

Guy – I thought we were going to copy more people than the Golden Dispensaries such as Patty Murray, the Governor, etc.
Gary – We should also include a copy of the business license that shows the date that it was issued and the certificate of occupancy.

It was moved by Council Member Guy Theriault, seconded by Council Member Andy Halm, to authorize the Mayor to sign and deliver the amended attached letter from the City of Goldendale to the WA State Liquor Control Board and others.

8:34:22 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

Library Board Vacancy
Larry – Inez Freeman has been nominated to the Goldendale Library Board and we request that this appointment be confirmed by the City Council.
It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Deanna Luth, to give consent to the Mayor’s appointment of Inez Freeman to the Goldendale Library Board.

8:35:24 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

Prosecuting Attorney Applications Referral
Larry – Gene Hanson has stated that after December 31, 2014 he will retire. In an effort to have a new prosecuting attorney on board by January 1st we advertised a request for qualifications from those attorneys in the area. We received three that we would like to interview. The Mayor would like to appoint a committee to interview the interested parties and make a recommendation to the full city council. The members would be Gary Hoctor, Len Crawford, Rick Hansen, Rich Johnson, Clinton Baze and Larry Bellamy.

It was moved by Council Member Guy Theriault, seconded by Council Member Deanna Luth, to confirm the appointed committee members to interview the interested parties and make a recommendation back to the city council prior to the end of the year.
8:37:59 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

RESOLUTIONS
8:38:08 PM 

Regular Tax Levy for 2015 Budget
Larry – Every year we are required to certify a tax levy for the next budget year before the end of November. We request the maximum increase of 1% be added to the regular tax levy for 2015.

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Deanna Luth, to adopt Resolution No. 621 authorizing a property tax levy increase.

8:40:06 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

Revised Resolution on Surplus Property
Larry – The auction option for the surplus property at the last council meeting not available to us because of certain car sale requirements that could not be met. We decided the vehicle be sold by the sealed bid approach.

It was moved by Council Member Guy Theriault, seconded by Council Member Deanna Luth, to adopt Resolution No. 621 declaring personal property surplus and authorizing its disposition.

8:41:35 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

Accepting Energy Saving Project by Hale Construction
Larry – The Energy Savings Project at the Baker Street properties has been completed. It has been inspected by Robert Thompson our Building Official and we are ready to close out the project.

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Deanna Luth, to approve Resolution No. 622 regarding the matter of acceptance of the work done by Hale Construction NW, Inc. and construction of the Goldendale Energy Improvements at 724 W Darland.

8:42:38 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

REPORT OF OFFICERS AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR
8:42:56 PM 

Len – I would like to move that the Ordinance Committee review our policies and procedures and the issuing of building permits and business licenses and come back to the full council with recommendations for possible revisions. Guy – Second
8:43:22 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

Len – I would like to move that the Ordinance Committee establish a policy that allows written comments or concerns from the community to read into the formal record even if not presented in person and come back to the city council with possible recommendations. Guy – Second

8:43:43 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

Guy – At the last city council I raised the question about the Events Committee and how it was ended. I felt it wasn’t ended properly in accordance with our Municipal Code. Larry did research for me and it turns out it wasn’t even created. I would like to make a motion to reinstate the Events Committee. Len – Second.

The duties of the committee would be to facilitate the events within Goldendale. The purpose of the committee will be 1) to coordinate multiple organizations involved with events within Goldendale 2) make recommendations for use of lodging taxes to the City Council 3) make recommendations for the use of the bouncy houses 4) make recommendations for the use of city assets to the City Council. When I say assets, we have parks, street, and street sweeper etc. The Event Committee shall report to City Council at each Council Meeting following the Event Committee meeting. The Event Committee shall remain in service until deemed no longer needed by the Mayor and the City Council as designated by Goldendale Municipal Code 2.04.070. The committee shall be made up of three Council Members, three city residents and or representatives of the organizations involved. The members shall be appointed by the Mayor with confirmation by the City Council as designated by Goldendale Municipal Code 2.04.070.
Larry – You mentioned that one of the duties of the committee was to make recommendation to the council on the use of the tourism monies. Were you anticipating your committee to take that over? Guy – Just working together with the Budget Committee. Mayor Baze – I think the Event Committee could work with the groups and help them get on board for the events and help them coordinate their funds in the right direction.
8:49:25 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

Mike – While I was away and calling into the meetings the biggest help the was provided was being able to access the packet the we normally get for the meeting on the website. I think Goldendale is this aspect is ahead of the curve. We are really doing what we have to do to get transparency so we can rebuild the confidence that the citizens need to have in our government.
Lucille – I was asked for council’s consideration to bring up having a student come and sit on the council. Larry will work with Lucille on making this happen.
It was moved by Council Member Guy Theriault, seconded by Council Member Mike Canon, to extend the meeting to 9:30.
8:53:33 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

PUBLIC COMMENT
8:53:58 PM 

Jan Halverson, Gail Slausenger, Dave Wagner and Cassie Blomquist stated their reasons for not wanting marijuana in Goldendale.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
It was moved by Council Member Guy Theriault, seconded by Council Member Len Crawford, to go into executive session for twenty minutes.

9:07:01 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

Mayor Baze – We have come out of executive session with no decisions made.

It was moved by Council Member Guy Theriault, seconded by Council Member Deanna Luth, to go back into executive session for thirty minutes.

9:29:01 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

9:52:09 PM 
Mayor Baze – We have come out of executive session with no decisions made.

It was moved by Council Member Len Crawford, seconded by Council Member Guy Theriault, to adjourn the meeting.

9:52:26 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

___________________________________

Clinton Baze, Mayor

___________________________________

Connie Byers, Clerk-Treasurer
