GOLDENDALE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING

SEPTEMBER 15, 2014

7:00 PM

Mayor Clinton Baze called to order the regular meeting of the Goldendale City Council followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL
7:03:13 PM 
PRESENT:
Mayor Clinton Baze


Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault 

STAFF:
City Administrator Larry Bellamy


City Attorney Quinn Plant 


Clerk-Treasurer Connie Byers


Public Works Director Karl Enyeart


Public Safety Director Rick Johnson


Asst Fire Chief Noah Halm 

ABSENT:
None 

AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA
It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Deanna Luth, to agenda and consent agenda.

7:03:40 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

PRESENTATIONS
Mayor – Mark Heid was not able to attend the meeting but he did submit a letter that will be available upon request of public records.

7:04:39 PM 

Karen Henslee – I am part of a group that wanted to present a petition to the Council  requesting the City to put in place an ordinance banning retail sales of marijuana in our city limits. Since there was a short turnaround time not all of the signed petitions have been handed in yet. 
In 2012, 56 percent of voters in Washington State passed initiative I-502. According to the Klickitat County Auditor’s Office, in the greater Goldendale area only 43.3% were in favor while 56.7% were against.
7:09:13 PM 
According to the Federal Government marijuana is still considered a Schedule I drug. Schedule I drugs are defined as drugs with no currently accepted medical use and a high potential for abuse. A petition was filed to have it removed from the Schedule I list but the petition was denied and still remains illegal. The Goldendale City website states that they are required to uphold federal law as well as state law. According to the Constitution, Federal Law is the trump law.
7:13:37 PM 

The question I have for the City Council is, how does this business being in Goldendale work with the long range planning that the City has? If the City has decided against other businesses that had wanted to come into Goldendale but somehow they were not allowed, why is this one specifically going to be allowed?
7:14:46 PM 

Mayor Baze – Other than the prison that wanted to locate here, what other businesses did you hear that weren’t allowed to come into Goldendale?

Karen – I heard that Wal-Mart wanted to put in a distribution facility.

Mayor Baze – They weren’t turned down they just chose a different location. I don’t know of any businesses since I have been on Council and as Mayor that we have turned away.

7:15:46 PM 

Mayor Baze – We have one more presentation that was not on the agenda so I will need Council’s concurrence to proceed. Michael Garnett came in on Friday to make his request. Council concurred.
7:16:15 PM 

Michael Garnett – Thank you for letting me come. One of the Council members asked me to come and speak to you about medical effects of marijuana. Back in the 50’s advertisements said that smoking was good for you. As time went on studies show differently. It took some years but lung cancer proved to be the highest cause of death among men. I think that is the same era we are in now. People view marijuana as harmless and speak of it as something that is good for you but I don’t think it is going to turn out that way at all.
7:19:30 PM 

Cannabis smoke contains approximately 3 times the amount of tar found in tobacco smoke and 50% more carcinogens. Its use is associated with lung cancer and bladder cancer. Most people don’t think of tobacco use as associated with bladder cancer but the tar that we take in gets filtered out through our bladder. Also earlier onset of Psychosis (Schizophrenia) averages 2.7 years earlier in cannabis users. That seems to be genetic because not everybody who uses cannabis has Schizophrenia.

7:23:43 PM   
Another thing that cannabis affects is your driving skills. What it seems to do is affect your automatic driving skills like the things you do without thinking about such as staying in you lane and things like that. I have given you on the last page a copy from the Seattle Times of the discussion of the death of one of our Deputies, Peter Garland, from 2007. It states that Kearney and his passengers told troopers they had been smoking marijuana that morning before leaving Carnation for Bend Oregon. It is confusing to me as to why we would want to sell marijuana here.
7:24:49 PM 

Mayor Baze – Marijuana is there no matter what. There is a black market for it and I don’t think it’s fare to drag Peter Garland into this. Peter Garland was a very good man and there were other factors as well. Marijuana may have played a part in it yes but alcohol was also involved.

7:26:06 PM 

Michael Garnett – Mayor you are actually making one of the points that I would like to make which is studies have shown that small doses of alcohol along with small doses of marijuana have a profound affect. In other words you don’t have to be legally drunk but still have the same affect
DEPARTMENT REPORTS
7:26:56 PM 

Mayor – How did you do on the fires Noah? Noah – About twenty five thousand.

Rick – On Friday a Zillah Police vehicle was stolen and we were notified when they were at mile marker 49. The deputies spiked him at mile post 18 and he made it another couple miles before stopping. In preparation we closed the entrances into Goldendale for 20 minutes to keep people off Highway 97. Recently we have had 8 bicycles stolen. I just want to remind people that if you need to secure you bikes.

 7:29:40 PM 

Karl – On the Lower Reservoir Project the springs control valve is in and the reservoirs have been constructed and we will be filling the first tank tomorrow. The Department of Health will be coming on Wednesday and Thursday for their sanitary survey that they do once every three years. The Little Klickitat Sewer Project is still in the permitting stage and still scheduled to be started next spring.

7:30:07 PM 

Larry – We have opened 128 cases for the nuisance complaints through August. In past years it has been 190 – 200 so we are staying on top of it. There is still more work to be done. After passing our ordinance about dangerous buildings we have identified 5 places where that code might be a good fit so we will start working on those in the next couple of weeks. We have been able to gain compliance through voluntary means and haven’t had to go to the Citizen Review Board.
7:31:31 PM 

On building permits through August our permit fees are up to almost $28,000 and the building valuation is about $2,000,000.
RESOLUTIONS
7:32:25 PM 

Purchase of a Replacement Vehicle
Karl – Our Wastewater Operator’s vehicle has passed the point of repairing. Repairs now exceed the value of the vehicle. We found a surplus vehicle from the City of Portland. It is a 2003 with 25,000 miles for $5,000. 

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Deanna Luth, to approve Resolution No. 617 waiving competitive bidding requirement due to special market conditions and authorizing a capital outlay for the purchase of a 2003 Ford Explorer in the amount of $5,000 plus license and sales tax costs.

7:33:38 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

ORDINANCES
7:33:42 PM 

Declaring a Moratorium Prohibiting Producing, Processing & Retail Sales of Recreational Marijuana Pending Adoption of Rules and Zoning Regulations
Larry – We had a special meeting last Thursday and there was discussion about the marijuana issue. We also had a request for a presentation to be made at this meeting regarding marijuana. While the council did not give direction at any of those meetings we felt it appropriate to prepare an ordinance for your benefit and consideration. This is just a suggestion for you to consider as we discuss this issue in our community. There are several alternatives. You can do nothing and leave it as is, it can be referred to the Planning Commission or Ordinance Committee, adopt a moratorium or just begin working on an ordinance to adopt something that you as a legislative body decide is appropriate for our community. I have asked Quinn Plant, one of our city attorneys, to give you an overview of what a moratorium would do if you chose to do that tonight.
7:36:01 PM 

Quinn Plant – The purpose of a moratorium is to maintain the status quo for a set period of time to allow council to deliberate and provide some direction to the city management it terms of the preparation of any future regulations or make a decision that there will be no future regulations. The ordinance would become effective 5 days passage and at that point in time it would prohibit any recreational marijuana producer, processer or retail operations from locating or operating in the City of Goldendale. Section 3 requires a public hearing and council would need to agree upon a date for that.

7:37:52 PM 

Larry – At this point we would leave it open for discussion purposes amongst the council.
7:38:04 PM 

Len – On page 2, second paragraph is says whereas the city intends to develop appropriate zoning, land use regulations and/or business license regulations to accommodate the production, processing, and retail sales of recreational marijuana to the extent such activities do not conflict with federal law. I’m concerned about the word intends. I don’t think the City Council said we ever intended to do that. 

Quinn – We can strike the words “intends to” and replace that with the word “may”.

Mike – Words like accommodation or allowing. If I accommodate this I let something happen. I think we have to be clear that this moratorium prohibits sale, production, processing of marijuana in Goldendale. I would change the word “accommodate” to “prohibit”.

7:41:22 PM 

Guy – On the second page, second paragraph, second line we need to change the word “accommodate” to “address”.

7:41:58 PM 
Deanna – I don’t remember anytime there was a discussion that if we don’t address this immediately that uses may be able to locate in the city without local regulation. I’m not sure that it has been stated that even if the store did come in that there would be no regulation.

Quinn – Would you suggest removing the word immediately?
Deanna – More like the city without local regulation. 

Gary – Should we take the whole paragraph out?

Quinn – We can remove that.

Andy – This is basically saying no until we get citizen’s information and all our ducks in a row before we make a decision, correct? Quinn – That’s correct.

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Guy Theriault, to adopt Ordinance No. 1442 an Ordinance of the City of Goldendale, Washington declaring a moratorium prohibiting producing, processing and retail sales of recreational marijuana pending the adoption of rules and zoning regulations within the City and setting public hearing, with the corrections.
Larry – To be clear, we are going to delete the first whereas paragraph on the second page. On the second whereas paragraph on the second page it should read the City, strike the words “intends to” and replace it with the word “may” develop appropriate zoning, land use regulations and/or business license regulations to, strike the word “accommodate” and replace it with the word “address”. If you have a date for the public hearing we need to put that in here or we need to replace it with to be determined.

Gary – I think it should be determined and go to the Ordinance Committee to iron out some of this and then set our date.
Larry – The date to be determined is fine but the referral to the Ordinance Committee would have to be a separate motion.
Gary – Can we just leave this to be determined and we can set the date later?

Larry – Yes we can do that but if you want to refer this matter to the Ordinance Committee that needs to be a separate motion. Did you mention whether this is a first reading?

Gary – We should waive the 2nd reading. Guy – Seconded

7:50:47 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

 Larry – Just for clarification, that motion that you just passed was for the amendment to approve a waiver. Now you need to do go through and approve the entire motion adopt the ordinance.
Connie – He already did that. Gary – Yes, I did that 1442

Quinn – Was there a motion and a second to waive the reading?

Gary – That was all part of the first motion.

Larry – Ok, all wrapped together is you intent?

Gary – Yes

Len – Then we need another motion to move it on to the Ordinance Committee?

Larry – Yes

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Guy Theriault, to refer this item to the Ordinance Committee to set the date for the hearing.
Larry – Is that all you want the Ordinance Committee to do?

Gary – They need to discuss a few things and then set the date. Because I think there are things we need to do and know before we set the date for the hearing to prepare people to know what they are coming to speak about.

Larry – It is important that we announce when the date for the Ordinance Committee because it will be of interest to the community. The meeting was set for Monday, September 22nd at 7:00 pm.
Quinn – I think it would be good to say on the record what the Ordinance Committee will meeting to discuss.

Gary – To discuss Ordinance No. 1442, which is a moratorium on marijuana producing, processing and retail sales.

Council concurred.

REPORT OF OFFICERS AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR
7:54:32 PM 

Mike – I appreciate the efforts that we’ve made to be as clear as we can on this particular issue. I think it’s important. 

Lucille – I want to thank Dr. Garnett for coming. Back in the last 60’s this issue came up in New York State. The New York State Grange worked very hard to eliminate it. Marijuana is detrimental to the brain and lungs.
PUBLIC COMMENT
7:55:57 PM 

Jacob Smith 282 Horseshoe Bend – I’ve heard about the black market and how the legal pot shop will help reduce that. I don’t see how adding more access to more marijuana is going to decrease our marijuana problem. How is that going to look, welcome to Goldendale? It is going to be a step in the wrong direction.

7:57:48 PM 

Barbara Martin 428 Red Spruce – On January 23, 2013 a man that was coming off of drugs and was very tired went through 3 lanes and drove into me. I have not been able to walk since that time until we moved here in December. That person had the right to do what ever he wanted but not to be driving when it was affecting him. And because of what his choices were for his life, I am in pain everyday. It is almost December again and I can barely walk down the stairs.
8:00:52 PM 

Jim Eddie Hoquiam, WA – I am here on behalf of the Washington State Marijuana League. You’ve basically gave people who are supporters of the moratorium unlimited time to speak and now I have to speak as fast as I possibly can after the fact. The good lady that had unlimited time to speak said it is a schedule one drug because it is so bad. No, it’s a schedule one drug because of politics. It’s against Federal Law without question but the United States Government has stated that the fifty states are doing individual things and are experimenting. The Attorney General has said they will not do anything in the State of Washington as long as laws of the State of Washington are being followed. How many 16 year olds can go into the store and buy beer? I can go into any high school and a 16 year old can walk out with marijuana in 20 minutes. Marijuana is here and you just railroaded through an ordinance that you think is going to stop marijuana and all you did was increase the black market. Reconsider the foolish actions that you are taking.

8:05:17 PM 

Ginnie Birney 705 N Llama Ln – I live directly across from 650 Llama Ln. I went to the Auditor’s Office this afternoon and I have some data they gave me. The majority of the votes in Goldendale 1, 2 and 3 were against I-502. This document shows that people who live in the city limits, not out anywhere else, just in the city, shows that we do not approve. If the business owner is here I would like to hear him speak. 
8:08:36 PM 

Peggy Woodard 911 Llama Ln – I know the gentleman from Hoquiam came all this way here to talk but he doesn’t live in our community and we have to deal with this. In regards to the comments about 16 year olds, 34% of underage drinkers get their alcohol in the home. If we legalize this drug it will just add another source of access for our kids. As adults it is our responsibility to protect our children in our community. 
8:11:42 PM 

Mayor – We have to remember and keep in mind that marijuana is already legal in the State of Washington. We are just here to discuss if we want a dispensary in the city limits of Goldendale.

8:12:26 PM 

Marsha Stevenson Estacada, OR – I have been asked to come here to speak to you about my life experiences and knowledge about cannabis. I taught my children about all kinds of drugs and they knew firsthand the affects of these substances, good or bad. They know that if used responsibly cannabis can be used along the same lines as having a casual drink among friends. They knew I consumed it and my friends did as well. I suffer from chronic debilitating migraines and in 2004 my doctor okayed me for a medical marijuana card. Cannabis has eliminated my need for medications and it has been two years since I was hospitalized for a migraine. 
8:16:43 PM 

Terry Luth 213 W Allyn – My wife and I are local home and business owners here in Goldendale. We have in place a drug and alcohol program with testing. The testing does not deviate what was smoked legally or smoked from the black market. We will keep our drug free program no matter what the city or state does.
8:17:52 PM 

Mike Martin 428 Red Spruce – People who smoke marijuana aren’t bad people and they don’t necessarily commit crimes. About 35 years ago I was so immersed into marijuana and alcohol it took 3 treatments to get me clean. I don’t mean to offend anyone but I do feel compelled to oppose sales of marijuana within the city limits of Goldendale. Even though the law was passed that made cannabis legal, it didn’t force the cities to sell. I don’t think the city in a business of setting up dispensaries.

8:20:01 PM 

Wena Coffman 284 Old Stage Rd – Ten representative in the House that introduced a Bill in Olympia that seeked to ban pot bans by requiring cities and counties to cooperate with state regulations to allow licensed recreational stores to open with the jurisdictions of the county. If they don’t they could lose their piece of the pie so to speak from the state liquor license account. The account spent 49.5 million to cities and counties state wide last year.
8:22:41 PM 

Brad Johnston 834 Badger Gulch Rd – The Attorney General made it very clear that the Federal Government will not interfere with marijuana regulations in Washington or Colorado with federal guidelines. They set forth what the guidelines are and the Liquor Control Board went back and identified those and fixed them. What I have handed out to you basically says the Federal Government will not prosecute any city or municipal jurisdiction. A lot of people have mentioned that they did not know anything about this store and everything going on. On July 23, 2014 and November 20, 2013 the paper mentioned specifically the pot store. There are thirty other stories mentioning I-502.

8:24:56 PM 

Jerry Lapora 459 Brentwood Rd – I don’t live in the city but I do notice that there are quite a few American Flags in the city. That flag means a lot including freedom so give the adults their freedom and allow the store in the city.

8:25:29 PM 

Bill Baxter 2019 Pipeline Dr – Regrettably when my children were young I was not around to be a father and give them the guidance that they need so the drug culture was something they go into. As the result my son died of a massive coronary when he was 50 year old and my daughter has gone from one relationship to another most of her life. The legalization of marijuana in the State of Washington was perpetrated in places like Seattle, Tacoma and Olympia, all large populated area where the drug culture is pervasive. There has been some wisdom in the State Legislature that allows places like Goldendale an out. We do not have to be like them. We don’t have to justify things that are harmful to our society that put a painted color on our community by the things that we approve of and the things that we justify. I appreciate the council and I think it’s wonderful that you have taken on this decision making process. 
8:28:44 PM     
Richard Ellis – I’m tired of working 20 hour days and throwing my back out. We came here with a small business opportunity. We have been here 1 year and it was announced in the paper in July that we are here but no one from the City Council or the community has even come to talk to us, meet us, and see who we are and what the business is about. What you have done today to initiate a moratorium is ludicrous. We have poured money into your community and used local contractors.
8:32:06 PM 

Dan Byers 650 Llama Ln – Seems like I am the guy getting picked on here. I have sold some of you houses and I’ve treated you fairly. All I’m trying to do is help a guy out and make a little money. My attorney was with me tonight and he will probably see you in court (pointing to Quinn). Before he walked out he let me know that he will be doing something. I hate to do that. It’s the law in this state right now. 

8:35:13 PM 

Deanna – There is a part of me that has a council hat on, another has a local business owner and a citizen of Goldendale. This moratorium has put a short stop to what’s going on, but, we are also trying to get more information to be more informed on both sides of the issue. My personal opinion is that this store isn’t going to do anything to increase or decrease the black market drugs in this town or to keep drugs from our kids. The people that are going to be buying from the store are going to be law abiding citizens that are doing the right way and being responsible.

8:37:01 PM 

Jonathan Vanilla – I am a marijuana producer and I have made a commitment to myself to never provide marijuana to minors. This man has also put his entire life on the line to support this legal industry. The facts are undeniable.  People are going to buy marijuana no matter what. What’s going to determine where they buy it is the price. The only way the price is ever going to compete with the black market, who by the way, does not care about your children, does not check ID, is by competing in prices. 
8:38:25 PM 

TJ Wilder Pastor of the Bible Baptist Church – Obviously I have personal conviction against any drugs and alcohol. I think there is still freedom of speech so I’m going to take liberty to encourage you this way. Before you make the decision, would you just ask God what the best decision would be? 

8:40:27 PM 

Terry Hardie 215 Old Mountain Rd – Doctors are prescribing marijuana and they have prescribed it for me. My daughter had a hard pregnancy and sent home after my grandson was born. She still had internal bleeding and was taken back to the hospital the next morning. They put her on one medication after another and the side effect ate her up. They put her on medical marijuana and it took care of all her problems.

ADJOURNMENT
It was moved by Council Member Deanna Luth, seconded by Council Member Guy Theriault, to adjourn the meeting.
8:43:05 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

____________________________________

Clinton Baze, Mayor

____________________________________

Connie Byers, Clerk-Treasurer
