GOLDENDALE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING

MARCH 3, 2014

Mayor Clinton Baze called to order the regular meeting of the Goldendale City Council followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
7:00:58 PM 
PRESENT:
Mayor Clinton Baze


Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth 

STAFF:
City Administrator Larry Bellamy


Clerk-Treasurer Connie Byers


Public Works Director Karl Enyeart


Public Safety Director Rick Johnson


Asst Fire Chief Noah Halm 

ABSENT:
Council Member Guy Theriault 

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Len Crawford, to excuse Guy Theriault from the meeting.

7:01:12 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6-0.

AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA
It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Len Crawford, to approve the consent agenda with the exception of check number 41164.

7:01:37 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6-0.

PRESENTATIONS
7:01:42 PM 

EMS District – Jim Sizemore and Leslie Heibert
Jim explained that the by-laws were done so the new district board would have a starting set of guidance rules. There is a provision in the by-laws that allows for changes in the future. We need the municipalities to enter into an interlocal agreement so the district can cross the cities limits. The County Commissioners goal is to have board appointed by April 1st. 
7:07:24 PM 

Leslie explained we started this process over a year ago. The hospital CEO and the County Commissioners got together to talk about forming the district. At that time the Cities approved that they would support the formation of the district. In Klickitat County there are only two ambulance licenses that are issued by the state and both hospitals have those. In order to proceed, one of the hospitals had to relinquish their license to the state so the EMS District could be issued a license. On January 1st Skyline relinquished their license and KVH started providing service for the county. The state has now issued a license to the EMS District and we can now submit the Medicare application to get a provider number. The district has to have a Medicare provider number and a Medicaid provider number. Until we have those we can do the service but we can’t bill for it. KVH will continue to provide the service and bill for it until we get the provider numbers. Once we get those the operation will be transferred into the EMS District. At that time both hospitals will transfer the equipment and vehicles into the district through an interlocal agreement. The County Commissioners were gracious enough to grant the EMS District $100,000.00 and the fair market value of the assets is about $100.000.00 as well. The district will have $300.000.00 in assets to start operations with. The by-laws are before you and we are requesting that they be approved as to form. The County Commissioners, Bingen, White Salmon and both hospitals have approved them. The interlocal agreement is the one that is required and we need to have that in place so that the incorporated areas can be included in the district.
DEPARTMENT REPORTS
7:12:51 PM 
Noah reported that the new brush truck is complete. I would like you to come down on the 10th and check it out. Our meeting starts and 7:00.

7:14:00 PM 

Rick stated that the school made phone calls Friday referencing an incident that happened in the area of WWII Park on Thursday. An older male waived at some girls and put his arm around one of the girls. The girls said no and ran away. The man also ran away. There was no mention of him trying to pull anyone to go with him. The school put it out as an attempted abduction. If it was or wasn’t we don’t know because he did not say come with me and the girls did not see a vehicle. We haven’t been able to identify the person. According to the girls, he has a very distinctive tattoo that we are not releasing to the public. We went to the school on Friday to send out a reminder for parents to make sure the younger children are walking with older kids or in groups.

7:17:16 PM 

One of our vehicles is in the shop and an old vehicle is being used. Bert has informed me that we have one vehicle that needs to be replaced. We are looking for a replacement.
7:18:50 PM 

Karl stated that the statement for qualifications is due March 12th for the 3rd and King project. We need to arrange a Public Works Committee meeting next week to discuss the applications. The meeting was set for next Monday at 1:30.

COUNCIL BUSINESS
7:21:11 PM 

EMS Interlocal Agreement
It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Deanna Luth, to authorize the Mayor to execute an interlocal agreement to create and Emergency Medical District within Klickitat County.
7:21:38 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6-0.

7:21:36 PM 

EMS By-Laws
It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Deanna Luth, to table this as no further actions is needed on the City’s part.

7:22:06 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6-0.

7:22:03 PM 

Community Center Feasibility Study Final Report
Larry stated that we have been working on this for a year now and Sandy should be thanked as she attended all the meetings and prepared the minutes. I want to go over the summary of the recommendations that is included in the packets. The recommendation of the Steering Committee has three options. The first, preferred, option is a new facility. The new building would encompass multi-generational activities. There are a lot of different things that could be incorporated into the building such as, dividable meeting rooms, commercial kitchen, a performance area with stage, multi-purpose gym with exercise equipment, teen center, artist’ area and rental offices. 

7:27:52 PM 

The second option would be to look at the needs of the community and to look at what facilities are available. We looked at 20 facilities that provide community center type needs. Every bank has a meeting room. We have Project Patch located on Olson Rd that has the ability for a lot of people. There are schools, the library and golf course. This second option looks into hiring a part time Community Coordinator. This would be helpful for both the community as well as out of town visitors to have access to a coordinator with a working database of existing facilities, contacts and activities within the Goldendale area.
7:30:02 PM 

The third option is based on the idea of the Community Center that would seek out a partner. Some of the committee members went to visit communities that were similar to ours such as Benton City, Grandview, Sunnyside and Wapato. A lot of those community centers were partnered with a parks or a recreational building that already had built in management of the buildings. One thing we discussed was the possibility of partnering with the Klickitat County Park and Recreation District to build on a small community center onto the existing building and utilizing the existing staff to operate the center. Another discussion was to partner with the City of Goldendale. It was realized that this planning only grant in the amount of $24,000.00 from CDBG was the right thing to do. Sandy’s time and my time spent on this study will be used to match the grant. This will put us in position to apply for a CDBG grant if it was able to be done with other monies that might come from other places. We can work toward any of the three options but the funding really needs to be considered first. Larry offered the committee members present if they would like to add anything.
7:34:08 PM 
Ray LaFond stated that I have had the pleasure of serving on this committee. At the conclusion of the last meeting the Steering Committee agreed that we would like to continue to meet. We will look at the options, the recommendations that are presented, and pursue the one that is decided upon and look into potentials for funding. What we would like the city to do is continue to sponsor the Steering Committee so with whatever the results are that we come up with will still be covered under public study or process. That would be important when and if you go for any funding that might be available. The only thing that we would ask from the city in return for continuing is that if we need copies made or a meeting place that you accommodate that. We would take of the minutes and reporting. The only staff time that might be involved is possibly running copies.

7:38:03 PM 

Charlotte VanZant-King stated that she is one of those pie in the sky people. What I envision that the community center would do for us is to make a central meeting place for many groups that have separate interests. This would draw not from just the community but also outside. If it is a nice facility and is flexible enough we could see people coming here for conferences, adding money to our community and give us a special reason for living here. That’s my pie in the sky and it’s a good thing to do. I think it is worth pursuing. We are willing to give our time and I would like to see the city support us.
7:41:48 PM 

Mayor Baze asked council what do you think. Deanna said if they are willing to do this then I think it is something that needs to happen. 

7:42:15 PM 

Lucille said I would be interested in some costs. I know option number one is very costly because I have looked at that. I would pull a couple of things out of that particular one. I am very interested in the one where the old Mt Adams Care Center would be used. I would really like to see something done with that.
7:43:51 PM 

Union Contract – Municipal Employees
Larry said that we have finalized the negotiations with the municipal employees and are ready to submit for ratifications the changes to the collective bargaining agreement and extend it from 2014 through 2016. There are some key changes that I will review. One change is in the medical and hospital insurance plan. The insurance plan the city is on is AWC Healthfirst. We have negotiated with them to move from Healthfirst to the High Deductable Health Plan. The premiums are about cut in half. The City will continue to provide on the medical plan 90% of the cost with 10% being paid by the employee and for the dental and vision insurance the employer would pay 100% for the family. Part of the High Deductable Plan is a Health Saving Account. The High Deductable Plan will have a much higher out of pocket expense up to $10,000.00 of additional expenses that could be incurred by the employee. The federal government has made an opportunity that has allowed those people that move to the High Deductable Plan to have the ability to open a Health Saving Account. This would help pay for the out of pocket expenses that they don’t have to pay for now. The City’s contribution amounts are $275.00 for any employee-only and $545.00 for a family plan. This agreement also extends the wages out to 2016. The 2014 wage change is 2 ½% and 2015 and 16 are each 1 ½%.
It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Deanna Luth, to authorize the Mayor to execute the Collective Bargaining Agreement with the Washington State Council of County and City Employees representing the Municipal employees for the period from January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2016.
7:47:46 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6-0.

7:47:48 PM 

Notice of Public Hearing Regarding Surplus Property
Larry said the city has talked about selling or leasing what we call the Baker Street properties. We had talked about this in another council meeting that we should have it declared surplus. We would like to set a public hearing on March 17, 2014 regarding the disposal of surplus property.

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Deanna Luth, to set a public hearing date of March 17, 2014 regarding the disposal of surplus property.
 7:49:31 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6-0.

RESOLUTIONS
7:49:35 PM 

NJPA Membership
Larry stated that we met with the Budget Committee and we have been talking about a capital outlay request by the Public Works Department to purchase a mini excavator and to trade in one of our backhoes to help offset the cost of the excavator. Through Karl’s research he found there is a program through National Joint Powers Alliance where the city can take advantage of their national bid price. In order to do that we have to become a member of NJPA. 

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Deanna Luth, to approve Resolution No. 606 authorizing the Mayor to register the City of Goldendale as a participating public agency with NJPA.

7:51:57 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6-0.

7:51:58 PM 

Mini-Excavator Purchase
Larry stated this resolution will authorize the mini-excavator purchase. The Budget Committee recommends we move forward with this purchase.

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Deanna Luth, to approve Resolution No. 607 declaring the City caterpillar backhoe as surplus, allowing for its trade in and purchasing the mini-excavator.

7:53:59 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6-0.

ORDINANCES
7:54:04 PM 

Fire Department Stipend Adjustment
Larry stated that he and the Chief met with the Budget Committee on this issue and it is recommended the Fire Department Stipend to be amended. 

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Deanna Luth, to adopt Ordinance No. 1435 revising the stipend structure for the Volunteer Fire Department, waiving the second reading.

7:56:10 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth
NAYS:
None.
ABSTAIN:
Council Member Andy Halm
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 5-0.

7:56:16 PM 

1st Quarter Budget Amendment and Salary Grid Adjustment for Municipal Employees
Larry stated that we met with the Budget Committee about the 1st quarter budget amendment and as part of the adoption of the union contract with the municipal employees their salary grid also has to be part of an official ordinance. 
There are a few amendments that we felt was necessary given the review of the cash balance activity verses the estimate and  a couple of the capital outlays that we have been talking about need to be reflected in the budget for 2014. The first item is under city streets. We had a final payment of the retainage went out in 2014 and it had originally been budgeted in 2013. Under water/sewer we increased the capital outlay by $30,000.00 to purchase the mini-excavator.

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Deanna Luth, to adopt Ordinance No. 1436, which amends the 2014 budget, waiving the second reading.
7:59:00 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6-0.

REPORT OF OFFICERS AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR
7:59:25 PM 

Larry stated that it has been 9 months since we talked about the Public Works Trust Fund being swept away and our funding package had to be reworked. We tried working with Rural Development to try and fill the gap that was left by the PWTF. That did not work out either. Now I am coming back to a general obligation bond. We have room within our debt capacity calculation to approve a GO Bond. The CDBG had awarded the city a $750,000.00 grant in June of last year for the West Columbus Neighborhood Improvement Project. They would like the money to begin being spent. The way we are proposing the project to be funded is the $750.000.00 grant from CDBG and the matching monies would include a general obligation bond in the amount $550,000.00, a contribution from the water fund in the amount of $80,000.00 and $320,000.00 from the sewer fund. I would like to get concurrence to move forward with this funding package. Council agreed.
ADJOURNMENT
It was moved by Council Member Deanna Luth, seconded by Council Member Len Crawford, to adjourn the meeting.

8:10:16 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6-0.

__________________________________

Clinton Baze, Mayor

__________________________________

Connie Byers, Clerk-Treasurer
