GOLDENDALE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
JANUARY 22, 2014

7:00 PM

Mayor Clinton Baze called to order the regular meeting of the Goldendale City Council followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
7:00:42 PM 
PRESENT:
Mayor Clinton Baze


Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon 

Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault

STAFF:
City Administrator Larry Bellamy


Clerk-Treasurer Connie Byers


Public Works Director Karl Enyeart


Public Safety Director Rick Johnson 

ABSENT:
None 

AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA
It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Len Crawford, to approve the agenda and consent agenda
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault


Member Mike Canon
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

PRESENTATIONS
7:01:10 PM 

Bill VanVelsor – Backpack for Kids
We realized at our last board meeting that we hadn’t shared with the City of Goldendale what Backpack for Kids is doing for the communities. Six years ago my wife presented the idea of Backpack for Kids to some people at the Methodist Church. Linda Hay got with my wife and got Backpack for Kids started in January of 2007 at the Head Start. This organization provides non-perishable foods for the weekends for kids in need. Currently we have 400 bags that we fill per week during the school year. In Goldendale there are 128 every week. Ninety goes to the Head Start and thirty eight to the Primary School. It requires a great deal of money. Last year we raised $43,000.00 and all was spent on just food. 
7:09:55 PM 

Earlene Sullivan – Bluegrass
Bluegrass at one time was bringing in over 2,500 people. Through changes, the numbers have dropped down to 500 – 700 attendees for the whole weekend. Last year we focused on having bluegrass only to put on the best festival that we could. As a result we had just over 1,000 attendees. This year we are able to bring in one of the top bands in the Pacific Northwest, North Country. When they played in Cle Elum they had a following of over 2,500 people. One issue we have noticed is that our local attendance has been very low. The committee would like to have a bluegrass barbeque event that would be free admission for local people. I am here to ask for sponsorship of $1,000.00 which would pay for a band to come in on Thursday. 

7:16:15 PM 

I am really into tourism promotion and when people come to our community they spend money. I have become more aware of the diamond we have in the observatory. Senator Honeyford likewise saw much more and was able to get funding dedicated to the observatory to upgrade the scopes, clean it up and bring it up to date. Through that association I have learned about the importance of dark skys. A neighbor of mine, Bob Yoesle, is a very experienced amateur astronomer and he has taught me a lot about the importance of dark skys. I have also learned that there are a number of astronomers that would like to come to our observatory but we don’t see them anymore because of the light pollution. I would like to introduce Bob Yoesle who is going to give a presentation on dark skys and what it can do for us.

PowerPoint on Dark Sky
As Earlene said, I am an amateur astronomer and have been for fifty years. I grew up in the bay area, which is a wonderful area for a lot of things but for astronomy, there are too many lights. My interests led me to get into solar astronomy because you don’t have to worry about lights. For the Goldendale Observatory and the community it is a significant issue and it is not getting any better. The more buildings that go up with improperly installed lighting the worse the situation becomes. The Goldendale Observatory is unique for a community this size to have such a large instrument that is well funded and attracts a lot of people. On the sign in sheet at the observatory, at least half come from out of the area. With the upgrade to the equipment at the observatory it will have the ability to do significant scientific work that it is meant to do. If we keep putting light in the sky it makes that hard to do.
Mr. Yoesle then gave a PowerPoint presentation showing several pictures from around Goldendale where the lighting is improper for our observatory.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
7:44:28 PM 

Karl informed that we are moving into the easement acquisition process with the Little Klickitat River Sewer Project. We are waiting for DOH approval on Lower Reservoir Project then we can advertize for bid.

7:44:55 PM 

Larry stated that the committee that was working on the Community Center Feasibility Plan has had all their meetings and the consultant is preparing the report. We hope to present the results to you in February. The Comprehensive Plan public hearing was held in December. All the documents have been prepared with the changes that were mentioned at the hearing. The Planning Commission is reviewing them and I hope to present it to the council at the next meeting. We need to have an Ordinance Committee meeting to discuss is the property maintenance code. It would go along with the nuisance code and would allow us the opportunity, when invited, to go into any home for sanitation and safety. A meeting was set for Monday, January 27th at 1:30.

 COUNCIL BUSINESS
It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Len Crawford, to table the exclusive sale listing agreement with Dryside Property.

7:49:03 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

RESOLUTIONS
7:49:03 PM 

Surplus of Scrap Iron
Larry explained that we have a pile of scrap iron that we need to dispose of. It is against a fence that has been blown over from the extreme winds we have had and we need to get in there and replace it. 

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Guy Theriault, to adopt resolution no. 604 declaring personal property surplus and authorizing its disposition.

7:50:45 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

REPORT OF OFFICERS AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR
Larry explained to council about the report from 2013 for the building valuation data and code enforcement activities.
7:52:41 PM 

Deanna reported that across the street from her a dodge pick up has been sitting there and hasn’t moved for 2 months. Now the fuel tank is on the ground. It is parked headed east on the north side of the street, which is the direction, and it is half on the grass and half on the street.
PUBLIC COMMENT
7:53:44 PM 

James Spainhower stated that he is part of the organizing committee for Trunk or Treat. This is a community event that has been in existence for eight years under the direction of Kim and Jack Methe. They have always wanted to see this event grow. The first year it was held, there were ten participants. In 2013 we had 41 participants therefore it is self evident that in fact there is an interest that extends beyond Goldendale and we would like to get the word out. Our plans are to expand our advertising beyond the Goldendale area. The idea is to put flyers in schools throughout the Klickitat County and into The Dalles. We also would like to expand into radio spots and television interviews. This brings me to the reason I am here. We propose to the City of Goldendale that you could help us in the publicity through the Hotel/Motel tax. We are hoping that you would be willing to donate $500.00 total for 2014.
Mayor Baze told Mr. Spainhower to figure out what his advertizing budget will be and get back to us and we’ll get it figured out.

James said that is encouraging news and again I think it will be money well spent. Thank you.

ADJOURNMENT
 It was moved by Council Member Len Crawford, seconded by Council Member Guy Theriault, to adjourn the meeting.

8:02:59 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Mike Canon


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

________________________________

Clinton Baze, Mayor

_________________________________

Connie Byers, Clerk-Treasurer

