CITY OF GOLDENDALE

REGULAR MEETING

OCTOBER 7, 2013

7:00 PM

Mayor Clinton Baze called to order the regular meeting of the Goldendale City Council followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
7:00:05 PM 
PRESENT:
Mayor Clinton Baze


Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault 

STAFF:
City Administrator Larry Bellamy


Clerk-Treasurer Connie Byers


Public Works Director Karl Enyeart


Public Safety Director Rick Johnson 

ABSENT:
None 

AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA
It was moved by Council Member Steve Johnston, seconded by Council Member Len Crawford, to approve the agenda and consent agenda as presented.

7:00:21 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Rick reported that the four people that committed the Ferch burglary are all in jail. Still missing are some guns, jewelry and cash. Hopefully we will be able to recover some of these items.

We are in the process of scheduling shifts for next year. They will be rotating to experience the differences in the shifts. EVOC training will be this month in Dallesport. We have invited the county, Bingen and White Salmon to join us.

7:01:57 PM 

Karl reported that we are finishing out the sewer camera work for the Little Klickitat River Project and there is continued work on design and easements. 

Connie reminded Council that they received and invitation to the 40th anniversary of the Goldendale Observatory and that it is very important that they RSVP by October 15th.
COUNCIL BUSINESS
7:03:18 PM 

Jack Runyan Appeal of CRB Decision
Larry pointed out items that are in the council packets. On page nine is the definition of “Recreational Vehicle” which is within the Nuisances Ordinance under Chapter 8.45. A recreational vehicle may be occupied on a temporary basis for period not to exceed 30 days within one calendar year in a non-park setting. You will see on page 54 the process started on April 24, 2013 with the first letter to inform the property owner of the issue. On May 28th Mr. Runyan requested to go before the Citizen Review Board. He was then sent a notice of illegal conditions indicating that this RV was being occupied for more than a 30 day time period. The hearing was scheduled for July 30th at which time the board decided to give a 60 day extension to vacate the resident living in the RV on the empty lot at 327 W Burgen. The board met again on September 25th and at that time the camper was still in the spot it had been and was still occupied. On pages 19 and 20 are the codes for the City Council to follow. The first code talks about the appeal process in which the City Council is the decision-maker. Your job tonight is to determine under 8.45.510 A that the appeal decision-maker shall review the proceedings and decision of the board and determine whether to affirm, modify or vacate the decision. Section B is also important because it says the appeal decision-maker review shall be on the record, not de novo. That means your decision is based on what you see in the record. Not any new evidence or fresh ideas or any discussions with someone that would bring new evidence into the picture. Section C talks about the standards that has to be met to grant relief to the party. You need to look at 1, 2, 3 and 4 and make sure we didn’t do any of those items. If there are no questions about the summary of the record it would be up to the council to deliberate and the roll is to affirm, modify or vacate the boards’ decision. It was asked and confirmed that the lot is zoned residential. Gary asked and Larry confirmed that Mr. Runyan owns both 327 and 329 W Burgen. Gary then pointed out that some documents indicate the issue is on 329 and some on 327. Len stated that the letter from Mr. Runyan references 327 which indicates that he realizes which property we are talking about. Gary questioned if we would run into any issue with the address being wrong on a Summary of Decision. Larry stated that what needs to be determined is on page 19. Look at C where it says if the appeal decision-maker may grant relief only if the party seeking relief has carried the burden or establishing that one of the standards has been met. It goes on to talk about, did the board or officer fail to follow a prescribed process, unless the error was harmless. So the question is, was that harmless or not. Number 2, the board or officer’s decision is an erroneous interpretation of the law. Number 3, the board or officer’s decision is not supported by evidence that is substantial when viewed in light of the whole record before the appeal decision-maker or Number 4, the board or officer’s decision is outside the authority or jurisdiction of the board or officer. Your question relates to only one of these but that is a decision you as a council need to make. Len asked Gary if his concern is just the address and he stated yes. Len then pointed out that on page one Mr. Runyan did reference 327 W Burgen. Deanna stated that in other areas it is also referenced as 327 W Burgen. Steve stated that we have been presented with sufficient data and information. Our decision is either we stand behind the review board or not. Len stated that we should back the review board with others agreeing. 
It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Guy Theriault, to move that we uphold the Citizen Review Board Summary of Decision reference case number 2013-36 and have the staff draw up the findings of fact and submit it.

7:29:26 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

7:29:35 PM 
Amendment No. 2 for Design Engineering Services with Gray and Osborne for the Lower Reservoir Replacement Project

Karl explained that this covers the changes we made to the reservoir design and the costs associated with that design.

It was moved by Council Member Steve Johnston, seconded by Council Member Andy Halm, to move to authorize the Mayor to execute amendment no. 2 for design engineering services with Gray and Osborne related to the Lower Reservoir Project not to exceed $22,106.00.
7:30:33 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

Proposed Preliminary Budget
Larry presented a proposed 2014 preliminary budget for councils’ consideration. It is a work in progress. These are initial numbers and in the rest of the meetings that will be held regarding the budget will include an actual presentation of a preliminary budget in November. There will be public hearings on the second meeting in November and the first meeting in December. The final budget has to be balanced and approved by December 31st. The document is new this year as we used the Vision software which allows us to put together a budget estimate. It describes what was budgeted and actual in 2012 and 2013 year to date and then the proposed for 2014. At this point with the exception of the Current Expense Fund, the funds are balanced. The Current Expense Fund has a projected deficit of $187,500.00. The Budget Committee needs to meet to start talking about how to resolve the deficit. A meeting will be set at a later date as Andy has to check his work schedule.
RESOLUTIONS
7:35:19 PM  
Setting Public Hearing for Alley Vacation
Larry stated that he was approached by Mr. Ihrig about property he owns in the Brongs Addition. There is an alley between him and Mr. Campbell and they are requesting the city vacated. Gary asked if there are any utilities through the alley. Larry answered that there is a waterline on Grant Street on the east side of the road. There is a sewer line on Ankeny Street that ends at the intersection with Grant Street. There isn’t any in the alley. Gary asked if there is a utility easement. Larry said not that I’m aware of. If there is an easement in that location we would need to make sure that it was continued even though the alley was vacated. Len stated that on the statutory warranty deed, document 1043634 references easement and right of way recorded 9-29-1993. Have you looked at those? Larry answered that he did not look at those. Len said maybe we should look at those.
It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Len Crawford, to table.

7:42:53 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

7:42:54 PM 

Interlocal Agreement with AWC Employee Benefit Trust
Larry informed council that the city employees receive medical insurance benefits through the Association of Washington Cities Employee Benefit Trust. The Board of Trustees voted to move from a fully insured benefit program to a self-insured model. In order for the city to continue receiving benefits through this trust, we need to adopt a resolution. The resolution would create an interlocal agreement which would help start the health care program. 
It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to adopt Resolution No. 600 adopting an interlocal agreement creating health care program with the AWC Employee Benefit Trust.

7:47:47 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

REPORT OF OFFICERS AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR
7:47:53 PM 

Guy stated that there have been two cars shows since council last met. The Festival of Wheels had 63 vehicles entered. The Con Course de Maryhill was celebrating the sixtieth anniversary of the Corvette. There were forty three Corvettes out of one hundred forty eight cars. The Pig Bowl was rained out at half time and had to be canceled.

7:48:46 PM 

Larry reported that the Public Works Committee met regarding a request for a developer agreement. I would like to propose a second meeting to discuss that and meet with the developer and talk more specifically about the agreement. A meeting was set for October 22 at 2:00 pm. We have scheduled an Event Committee that same evening at 6:30. 

PUBLIC COMMENT
7:52:06 PM 

Chet Biggerstaff stated that he is a member of Oath Keepers and we are starting a chapter in Goldendale. The purpose of what we are going to be doing is to do what ever we can to get the community ready for the storm that’s coming. 

7:53:38 PM 

Mary DeVoe stated that she is a tenant and she rents a trailer at 513 W Burgen from a company, Resources Northwest. I don’t know where to go to complain. I don’t know how I can make him make repairs needed. I have gone to the Court House and they couldn’t help me. The City says they can’t do anything. I just don’t know what to do.
Len informed her that she should contact an attorney because there is a tenant/landlord act in this state.

Mary said that they are doing business here and their dwellings don’t even have heat. Am I the first one to complain? Get a lawyer? I don’t have money.

Clinton said this falls back on the rental inspections that we have talked about.

Len stated that we tried to change the ordinance about six months ago. We had meetings and we had landlords in here irate because they told us we have no business sticking our nose in their business. 

Clinton said that we have to restructure what we started. Len agreed and said we need to take this back to the Ordinance Committee.
Steve said we can revisit it but one of the things that came up is that we already have language to address living conditions.

After much more discussion of problems Larry said that he had suggested an ordinance that is called a property maintenance code. It could be written in such a way that we could respond to a complaint about health, safety and sanitation issues that an occupant might have. 
Steve reminded council that at the meeting when all the landlords attended, not one of them where from out of town. The local landlords take care of their properties. The big brokerages just don’t care and that is why we need to address these situations on an individual bases.

ADJOURNMENT
It was moved by Council Member Len Crawford, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to adjourn the meeting.

8:16:42 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Deanna Luth


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

