GOLDENDALE CITY COUNCIL

 REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 22, 2013

7:00 PM

Mayor Clinton Baze called to order the regular meeting of the Goldendale City Council followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
7:01:35 PM 

PRESENT:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Mindy Jackson


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Guy Theriault


Mayor Clinton Baze 

STAFF:
City Administrator Larry Bellamy


Clerk-Treasurer Connie Byers


Public Works Director Keith Grundei


Public Safety Director Rick Johnson 

ABSENT:
Council Member Gary Hoctor 

It was moved by Council Member Steve Johnston, seconded by Council Member Len Crawford, to excuse Gary from the meeting.

7:01:47 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Mindy Jackson


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Guy Theriault

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6-0.

AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA
It was moved by Council Member Steve Johnston, seconded by Council Member Len Crawford, to approve the agenda and consent agenda as presented.

7:02:13 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Mindy Jackson


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Guy Theriault

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6-0.

PRESENTATIONS
7:02:19 PM 

Dave Telford and Harold Eliason – Rental Properties

Dave stated that he opposes the new ordinance for rental properties that the council has before them tonight. The reason is not simply money but the council hasn’t received enough information to move forward with this. Every thing that is in the ordinance is already taken care of by State Law. When there is a complaint, the first thing they should be referred to is the Landlord/Tenant Act. Connie stated that we do hand them out to people along with information on free counsel opportunities. He went on to say that the Act sets out remedies for tenants. If there is a problem the tenant can have it fixed and take it off their rent. They can also simply leave the rental and no longer pay rent from the day they leave. The biggest problem with the Act is that if there is damage caused by a tenant the landlord is under no obligation to fix those problems. Now the city would get themselves into a position where they would have to figure out who caused the damage. Dave then asked if he got his certificate and someone called to complain, is he going to get inspected again? If so, then why not just inspect on a complaint base only? Dave also pointed out that he has talked with several of his tenants on this issue. They don’t want their rent going up when they don’t have any problems and they don’t want to be inconvenienced with an inspection in their home.

 7:22:16 PM 

Harold Eliason reiterated what Dave said adding that he feels that the good faith landlords are the ones being penalized. He went on to say that his best interest should also be taken into consideration as he is also a citizen of the city.

7:26:33 PM 

Sherry Carver stated that she is on the Citizen Advisory Board and believes that this should be in the Nuisance Ordinance that would allow Code Enforcement to go inside these homes. Her opinion is that the council needs to create a committee or use the Citizen Advisory Board to look at the ordinance, put some teeth into it that would allow Code Enforcement Office to enforce these types of complaints.

7:29:18 PM 

Kurt Ross stated that the proposed ordinance calls for a fee of $30.00 per unit. The hidden cost is that this will require a new business license for all the landlords that are not formally businesses to become businesses at $200.00 per year with the state and then $60.00 for the city. Once we have that then we pay $30.00 per unit. Another burden is the inspection cost. A Washington State licensed home inspector, following the scope of work laid out in the proposal would cost $350.00 per home. There are 750 rental units in the city and the total cost to landlords would be $262,500.00. With the city only charging $30.00 the landlords would of course want to use the Building Inspector. It would take three months to inspect all units which mean the license would be issued without first having the inspection done. He went on to say that he is opposed to the ordinance and believes that complaint issues could be addressed by the Citizen Advisory Board and Code Enforcement.

7:36:03 PM 

Steve pointed out that out of the 750 units in Goldendale; about half are out-of-town owners that really don’t care. These, in his opinion, are the ones that are going to be most prevalent. 

7:37:34 PM 

Jack Runyan stated that the local landlords did not know about this new ordinance until after the last council meeting so how would the out of town landlords know now. 

7:38:27 PM 

Milvin Erpelding stated that he is one of the landlords that didn’t know about this until just a few days ago. Is the city really looking out for Goldendale or just trying to get more revenue? 

7:41:30 PM 

Miquette Ihrig stated that she has had renters that have broken the light plates. They have broken pipes and not reported it. What she sees happening is if those types of renters knows they can call the city and complain and make the landlord fix them they will circumvent the landlords. 

7:42:57 PM 

Mayor Baze stated that he has seen a different view on the situation after hearing everyone. Maybe it should be done on a complaint bases. It isn’t about the money because the $30.00 figures out to $2.50 per month. 

7:46:41 PM 

Diana Adams suggested an incentive by reducing the water bill if something is fixed up. There are towns that low taxes for people who keep their properties looking nice.

7:51:15 PM 

Mayor Baze suggested that the good faith landlords help the city develop a remedy and asked if they would be willing to help. Sherry stated that she would rather see it go to the Citizen Advisory Board. They are the ones dealing with these kinds of issues. Let’s use the Nuisance Ordinance and apply it to every citizen. Mayor Baze stated that could be, there are houses in town without running water yet someone is living there.

7:53:56 PM 

Steve stated that all the main issues have been addressed and his suggestion is to throw this new ordinance completely out and send it back to the Ordinance Committee with the help of the Citizen Review Board and at least possibly some input for some landlords and property owners.

Mindy recommended that we move to I1 accept Steve suggestion as a motion and she seconded it.

Steve agreed.

7:57:04 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Mindy Jackson


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Guy Theriault

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6-0.

 8:01:52 PM  

John Longfellow – Klickitat County Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan 
John approached council asking them to pass a resolution adopting the Solid Waste Management Plan update that is being presented. The state law requires that all counties and cities have a plan for disposal of garbage. This includes recycling, hazardous waste and landfill. Our last update was in 2000 which was just a maintenance issue. This plan is also a maintenance issue due to the state has rewritten their plan. They then notified the county that their plan no longer was in alignment with the state. In order to get the plan approved by the state the county and all three cities have to adopt the plan. Len asked if there was a cut off time. John answered that they have grant funding until June that will pay for this process. In addition to getting the resolutions from the three cities and county there still more things to do. 

It was moved by Council Member Len Crawford, seconded by Council Member Guy Theriault, to table this resolution until the next meeting so we have a chance to look at the final draft.

8:24:23 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Mindy Jackson


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Guy Theriault

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6-0.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Keith informed the council of the policy for sanding icy roads. First we do the major thoroughfares and then a few isolated streets where there are sharper inclines approaching stop signs.

Connie informed the council that there is an AWC Legislative Conference February 13 – 14 in case any of you would like to attend.

Larry reported there was an Event Committee Meeting on January 17th and had a very good group who is interested in helping out with the process of pursuing events. The next meeting will be the 31st of January at 6:30. The group worked on planning for Community Days, Festival of Wheels and Flee Market/Swap Meet. He then let council know that we received great response on the advertisement for people interested in participating in the Steering Committee on the Community Center Feasibility Plan.

Report of Officers and City Administrator

8:30:57 PM 

Mindy stated that her family has been affected by the economy. Her husband’s employment was terminated and his search for local for employment has proved unsuccessful.  At the beginning of January he received an opportunity that will cause the family to relocate. Since she is nearing the end of her pregnancy and does not know how many meetings she will be able to attend, as such she has submitted her resignation as of February 1, 2013. She went on to say that she appreciates the support from the community and they will very much miss Goldendale.

8:32:53 PM 

Andy thanked Mindy for sitting on the council and it has been great. Relay for Life was at a council meeting a while back looking for sponsors. He informed council that his mother was diagnosed with cancer in December and he thinks we should look into being a sponsor. Connie informed council that she had checked with the State Auditor to see if public funds could be used for this. We can, but we would have to enter into a contract which states that the money will be sent directly to research. None of the monies can be used for advertising or anything else. It has to go directly to the cancer research. Mindy stated that the hospital does a contract for services and part of the service is an advertisement. There are ways of wording the contract so you are not a “sponsor”. Connie stated that it doesn’t matter if we are a sponsor or something else. The auditor stated that no public funds can be used for advertising when you put money into research. The contract would have to state that the money can only go directly to research.

8:37:04 PM 

Len told Mindy that he is really going to miss her, not only here but in their neighborhood. You just make sure that Janet and I get to see that baby!

Guy said that he is defiantly going to miss her and she has been a beneficial part of the City Council. 

Steve agreed and stated that she has been a great asset to the council. Steve then mentioned that he would like to see the Code Enforcement Officer attend the meetings once in a while.

Lucille stated that Mindy knows how she feels and she is not going there but the two of them have always been close. She then went on to say that she thought this was a very good meeting tonight. A lot of information has come out that the council didn’t have and it is important to get all the information we need to make a sound judgment. 

PUBLIC COMMENT
Jack Runyan thanked the council for listening to everybody tonight.

Deanna Luth told Mindy that she is going to be missed very much. She met her at the hospital and loved her there and she loves her in council.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
It was moved by Council Member Len Crawford, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to go into executive session for 30 minutes for potential litigation and property negotiations.

8:40:41 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Mindy Jackson


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Guy Theriault

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6-0.

Recorder turned off at 8:42

ADJOURNMENT
9:06:22 PM 

Mayor Baze announced that we came out of executive session with no decisions made.

It was moved by Council Member Steve Johnston, seconded by Council Member Len Crawford, to come back into regular session.

9:06:43 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Mindy Jackson


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Guy Theriault

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6-0.

It was moved by Council Member Len Crawford, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to that the Mayor be authorized to except the offer of Artistic Excavation LLC to settle the city’s claim against Artistic Excavation LLC related to its bid security for the East Collins Drive Improvement Project for the sum of $6,572.45 and to execute and deliver a settlement agreement containing a full release of all claims arising out of the bid contract and check providing the city will not refer the check for prosecution and further providing the said settlement amount shall be paid on or before February 15, 2013.

9:07:50 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Mindy Jackson


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Guy Theriault

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6-0.

It was moved by Council Member Len Crawford, seconded by Council Member Andy Halm, to adjourn the meeting.

9:08:03 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Mindy Jackson


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Guy Theriault

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6-0.







________________________________







Clinton Baze, Mayor

______________________________

Connie Byers, Clerk-Treasurer

