GOLDENDALE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

DECEMBER 17, 2012

7:00 PM

Mayor Clinton Baze opened the regular meeting of the Goldendale City Council followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
7:01:10 PM 

PRESENT:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston


Mayor Clinton Baze 

STAFF:
City Administrator Larry Bellamy


Clerk-Treasurer Connie Byers


Public Works Director Keith Grundei


Public Safety Director Rick Johnson 

ABSENT:
Council Member Mindy Jackson


Council Member Guy Theriault 

It was moved by Council Member Steve Johnston, seconded by Council Member Andy Halm, to excuse Mindy and Guy from the meeting.

7:01:19 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 5-0.

AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA
It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to approve the agenda and consent agenda.

7:01:36 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 5-0.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Rick reported that an RV caught on fire over the weekend on NW High St. The preliminary results appear that is was an extension cord. There was a house burglary on Friday and the suspect was apprehended while still inside the house. It is believed this person has been running with the same group that has been doing the burglaries around town and in the county. This week the Santa Cops will be delivering to fifteen families starting Wednesday. The children range from 4 to 13 years of age.

COUNCIL BUSINESS
7:04:34 PM 

Cabaret Application – Top Hat

Larry stated that Connie had the staff send reminder notices to all the business that have had cabaret licenses in the past. The Top Hat is requesting approval from the council for the first quarter of 2013.

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to approve a cabaret license for the first quarter 2013 for the Top Hat.

7:05:37 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 5-0.

Interfund Loan Agreement
Larry stated that the agreement is regarding property the city bought from Columbia Bank, known as the Kushlan property. After seeking advice on which fund the city should purchase this property it was decided that the current expense would be the purchaser and owner of the property. The current expense fund needs help to make the purchase and the loan agreement is to borrow money from the water fund. Gary pointed out that the last sentence in II section 2 needs to be corrected.

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to authorize the Mayor to execute an interfund loan agreement and promissory note from the water sewer fund to the current expense fund in the amount of $315,000.00 with the correction.

7:09:09 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 5-0.

RESOLUTIONS
Donation Agreement

Larry explained that Laurel Hill Enterprises, owner of the Mount Adams Care Center, has offered to donate the building and property to the City of Goldendale. 

It was moved by Council Member Steve Johnston, seconded by Council Member Andy Halm, to authorize the Mayor to execute the donation agreement with Laurel Hill Enterprises, Inc. for the property located at 216 E Simcoe Drive.

7:14:10 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 5-0.

ORDINANCES
2012 Budget Amendment

Larry explained the various funds that need additional appropriation. The Budget Committee has reviewed these changes and recommends the budget amendment be approved.

Steve stated that we should revisit the possibility of trying to find funding to put in a concrete skate park. 

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to adopt Ordinance No. 1419 to increase the appropriations to the 2012 budget and waiving the second reading.

7:26:02 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 5-0.

2013 Budget

Larry explained the budget has not changed since November 1, 2012 and it is recommended the 2013 budget be approved.

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to adopt Ordinance No. 1420 being the 2013 budget.

7:26:46 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 5-0.

Business License Revision
Larry explained that the Ordinance Committee reviewed the business license code and determined that their goals were to eliminate the existing cumbersome ordinance, simplify the language and increase the basic fee structure. The first change was with 5.04.040. Instead of listing the types of businesses, it now says all businesses are required to be licensed. Also added in the codes were procedures from the time an application is received to its issuance. The committee recommends that all the businesses shall pay a fee of $60.00. In addition, a business that provides storage unit rental shall pay an additional $5.00 per unit. A section titled Master License was also added to allow purchase of a master business license for any organization sponsoring a community event. This would eliminate the need for vendors participating in the event to purchase a business license.

Mayor Baze stated that he has an issue with charging an extra $5.00 per storage unit and that it should be removed. Steve agreed and stated it is an unfair burden and singles out a particular type of business. 

The discussion then turned to the next ordinance being presented tonight. Steve opined that this is all the same. Where is the equalness of charging an extra fee just because it is a rental property?

The idea of the fee is to help us raise the awareness of health and safety issues that some renters might be dealing with. Other communities in our state have adopted ordinances similar to this that sets it up so the city can go in and require it to be inspected. So the focus is get an inspection and the fee would be to pay for the inspection.

The discussion turned back to the Business License Revision. First the definition of “business” needs to be clarified more. Mayor Baze also stated the storage unit fee needs to be removed. Larry stated that if council wants the ordinance to take effect at the beginning of the year it would need to be acted upon tonight.

It was moved by Council Member Steve Johnston, seconded by Council Member Andy Halm, to adopt the new chapter 5.04 of the City of Goldendale Municipal Code entitled “Business Licenses” with the removal of the language concerning residential and commercial units and eliminating the request for the $5.00 per unit storage rental fee Ordinance No. 1421 and allowing the section number change and waive the second reading.

7:59:19 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 5-0.

Rental Property License and Inspection Certification
Larry stated that this license fee would be due March 1st of each year unlike the business license which is due January 1st of each year. This ordinance includes residential and commercial rental units. Larry also pointed out that under 5.06.010 G the qualified inspector can be our Code Enforcement Officer, HUD certified inspector or a Washington State License Home Inspectors. The fee is proposed to be of $30.00 per rental unit.

Steve asked what happens if owner fails to get the license or renew the license. They would be operating illegally; do you have to evict the tenants?

Larry explained that 5.06.100 states that if they don’t pay and they are late for a period of 60 days constitutes a civil infraction as set forth in Chapter 1.20 of the GMC.

Steve stated that he finds it a little bit sticky in a sense that we are talking about somebody’s home.

Keith commented that just having been in the office in a course of a year, there are many people that come in at their wits end that have problems with mold, heating and rotting floors. The list is endless and they come to us looking for help and we can’t do anything. As far as the cost goes, a friend of mine who is a home inspector, five years ago his minimum fees were $250.00 and up. Therefore is we inspect every three years the fee of $30.00 per year is still half the cost of what a certified inspector to validate the renters are living in a safe condition.

Steve stated he agrees 100 percent but what he doesn’t like is the approach of assessing the monetary responsibility to everybody even the ones that have been working trying to comply and provide a decent dwelling. They are the ones that are making up for the slackers. He then respectfully suggested this be sent back to the committee to readdress the fee structure.

Connie asked if we want this in the ordinance to make sure the properties are livable, isn’t $30 better than $250 per unit to get them inspected.

Steve suggested the city assess the fee to the property owner that you want to inspect. If you are leasing to HUD etc. they are inspected on a yearly basis already.

Mayor Baze asked what if we word it that if you provide your certificate of inspection then you would not be assessed the $30.00 fee. Steve liked that approach much better.

Gary wanted two changes made to the text. On 5.06.020, The fee or tax, the or tax needs to be removed. In the title on the ordinance cover sheet page change business license condition to rental property license condition.

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Len Crawford, to pass Ordinance No. 1422 for its first reading.

Len asked if we are going to revisit 5 years.

Larry explained that there is a section for apartment units every 5 years and a section for rental properties every 3 years.

Steve commented that since this is such a hot issue it would be more appropriate deal with it with a full council, but the motion has been made a seconded. Andy agreed.

Gary amended the motion to have full council seated before it is discussed further and Len agreed.

8:26:02 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor

NAYS:
Council Member Steve Johnston.

MOTION PASSED 4-1.

REPORT OF OFFICERS AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR
Larry announced the City’s intention to start the selection process for a Steering Committee and an ad will be going in the paper announcing that we are excepting letters of interest for people that would like to be on the committee to work with our consultants and with the city staff. The letters should be submitted by January 15th.

Mayor Baze announced that DeHarts is willing to let us hold our swap meet and flee market on their property on Simcoe Drive if we don’t get our first choice of the property behind the Shell Station.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Lem Pratt, Goldendale Area Manager for the Washington State Parks introduced himself to the council. One of the top items on their list for improvements is the Goldendale Observatory. He informed council that any idea they may have is welcome. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to go into executive session for property negotiations for 24 minutes.

8:36:40 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 5-0.

Mayor Baze announced we came out of executive session at 8:48 with no decisions made.

ADJOURNMENT
It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Andy Halm, to adjourn the meeting.

8:49:50 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 5-0.

__________________________________

Clinton Baze, Mayor

__________________________________

Connie Byers, Clerk-Treasurer

