GOLDENDALE CITY COUNCIL

 REGULAR MEETING

NOVEMBER 19, 2012

7:00 PM

Mayor Clinton Baze called to order the regular meeting of the Goldendale City Council followed by the Pledge of Allegiance

ROLL CALL
7:01:55 PM 

PRESENT:
Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Mindy Jackson


Council Member Steve Johnston


Mayor Clinton Baze 

STAFF:
City Administrator Larry Bellamy


Public Works Director Keith Grundei


Public Safety Director Rick Johnson


Finance/Administrative II Sandy Wells 

ABSENT:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Guy Theriault 

It was moved by Council Member Steve Johnston, seconded by Council Member Gary Hoctor, to excuse Guy and Lucille from the meeting.

7:02:17 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Mindy Jackson


Council Member Steve Johnston

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING
7:02:22 PM 

Revenue Sources for 2013 Budget

Larry stated that this is a required public hearing for the revenue sources for the general fund. It primarily discusses the matter of the property taxes in the City of Goldendale. 

Mayor Clinton Baze asked for public comment.

With no public comment, Larry went on to say we will talk about the resolution later in the meeting.

7:03:57 PM 

2013 Budget

Larry commented we have been working on the 2013 budget over the last few months and a balanced budget is being proposed. 

 Mayor Clinton Baze asked for public comment and with no comment from the public the hearing was closed.

AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA
It was moved by Council Member Steve Johnston, seconded by Council Member Andy Halm, to accept the agenda and consent agenda as presented.

7:05:46 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Mindy Jackson


Council Member Steve Johnston

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 5-0.

PRESENTATION
7:05:50 PM 

KVH Update on District

John White stated that his primary purpose tonight is to talk about the ambulance service and how to keep it sustainable. Our ambulance service is called a staffed model, which means the staff is outsourced. Currently Goldendale has two ambulances. One is on full time 24/7 with a crew in-house and ready to respond. When that ambulance is dispatched then there is a second crew on call that comes in to the station to staff the second ambulance. The ambulances are dispatched three times a day and the only time we actually receive money for the service is to bill for a run that is billable and that happens twice a day. Hospital District #1 does not have or ever has had an EMS tax level to help off set the difference between how much it costs to run the ambulance in how much it actually generates in terms of its own revenue. It is becoming very difficult to pay for the ambulance service and we are trying to find the best long-term solution that doesn’t jeopardize the rest of the hospital operation to fund it. A strategic plan was adopted last year by the board and the first step was to consolidate with Hospital District #2 and the second to seek taxpayer support. Instead of putting a levy on the ballot we would rather have the ambulance business out of the Hospital Districts and be part of Klickitat County. We have met with the county twice about options for the service. One is the county would take on the service as a department and levying a tax directly as the county of Klickitat. The second is for the county to create an EMS District specific for the ambulance. This is the county’s preference. It was actually done in 1987 and there is an EMS District on the books but it was never activated. With all that said the KVH and Skyline Hospital doesn’t need permission to put a levy on the ballot. The county can also put the levy on the ballot but the EMS District requires the approval of the cities of Goldendale, Bingen and White Salmon to allow the tax to be levied with in their city limits. Both Bingen and White Salmon have agreed to permit the tax to be levied inside their city limits. Jeff then asked the council to take action tonight to give permission for the levy to take place within the City of Goldendale limits. 

Mayor Clinton Baze asked if they had contacted any of the fire districts because they have a number of volunteers and EMT’s. I would think if you are going to do an EMS levy people would be more in support for the fire districts to take them over.

John stated this is in the works on the west side and he has a meeting with Tony Browning coming up to discuss the possibilities. 

Larry asked when you say you need approval, what form of approval do you need. John thought a council action with a letter from the city that would grant permission for the levy. This permission would only allow a tax levy if an EMS District is formed as any other options does not need the permission of the cities.

Larry recommended that we do a resolution that would allow an EMS District to tax our citizens. We should have this ready for the next agenda so the council can make a decision on that request. John stated that he would get that ready for the next council meeting.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
7:29:52 PM 

Rick reported that our insurance has informed us today that they are sending a check to replace a vehicle. The vehicle was ordered and is in the dealers’ lot.  

Larry reported on the financial statements through October and the operative percentage for these statements is 83%. Two of the key categories of the revenue are below projections. Three of the key categories of the expenditures are above projections. A meeting is planned with the Department of Ecology on November 29, 2012 to review the loan agreement for the Little Klickitat River Sewer Collection System Project. The East Collins Drive Project is almost complete. There are 5 ADA ramps left to pour. Via the Internet we have found out that of the four projects we submitted to the Transportation Improvement Board the Brooks Street Improvement Project was selected. Third Street and two preservation projects were not selected. We think the good thing about Brooks Street is that it will tie in with the second try for a West Columbus Street Improvement Project. We will be meeting with the CDBG staff in December to discuss how we can improve our application from last year. We have received several letters of interest for the Event Committee and we are still accepting letters through November 21st.  The next Citizens Review Board meeting is scheduled for December 18th.

COUNCIL BUSINESS
7:43:46 PM 

Refer Review of Title 5 of the GMC to the Ordinance Committee

Larry explained that the Budget Committee met and they would like the Ordinance Committee to review revisions to Title 5. A meeting was set for Wednesday, November 28, 2012 at 6:00.

RESOLUTIONS
7:49:15 PM 

Regular Tax Levy for 2013 Budget

Larry explained this is a standard annual resolution that we address every year regarding the property tax levy.

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to adopt Resolution No. 588 authorizing a property tax levy increase.

7:49:49 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Mindy Jackson


Council Member Steve Johnston

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 5-0.

PUBLIC COMMENT
7:52:55 PM 

James Duff McAndie addressed the council with concerns of a rumor that the city was going to cut trees down on King Street. It was explained to him that the hopes of getting a grant for Third Street is what brought up all this. We do not have any plans at the moment for changes on King Street.

Sue Rankin asked is there a reason why the city would not allow a sale of the Mount Adams Care Center. Is there something wrong with the building that the city would block that? Larry stated that there is nothing to the rumor that the city is going to block the sale of that building.

Terry Luth asked if there are any updates on Republic. Larry stated that we have spoke to Mr. Sorensen regarding the idea of a recycling program with standard containers. He is working on it but it probably won’t happen until next year.

ADJOURNMENT
It was moved by Council Member Len Crawford, seconded by Council Member Mindy Jackson, to adjourn the meeting.

8:02:27 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Mindy Jackson


Council Member Steve Johnston

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 5-0.

_________________________________

Clinton Baze, Mayor

_________________________________

Sandy Wells, Finance/Administrative II
