GOLDENDALE CITY COUNCIL

 REGULAR MEETING

AUGUST 20, 2012

7:00 PM

Mayor Clinton Baze called to order the regular meeting of the Goldendale City Council followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
7:01:35 PM 
PRESENT:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Mindy Jackson


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Guy Theriault


Mayor Clinton Baze 

STAFF:
City Administrator Larry Bellamy


Clerk-Treasurer Connie Byers


Public Works Director Keith Grundei


Public Safety Director Rick Johnson 

ABSENT:
None 

AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA
It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to approve the consent agenda.

7:01:55 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Mindy Jackson


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

PRESENTATIONS
Mayor Baze stated that we have a gentleman that has served 16 years on the City Council. He has been a big part of our community and just had his 80th birthday on August 9th. He then asked Mike Montanye to please come forward and accept a plaque from the City of Goldendale.
REPORT OF OFFICERS AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR
Larry stated he has prepared the monthly financial report that includes the revenue, expenditures and the cash in and out reports. The key revenue percentages for these statements are 58.33%. Property tax is right at 60%, retail sales are a little below projections, however we still have the summer season yet to be reported. Utility tax is 63%; MVET is 46% which is slightly below projections maybe because of fuel being so high and people driving less. On the expenditure side all the departments look good. City streets is a little high due to a lot of the work is done in the summer. 

We have the funding in place for the Little Klickitat River Sewer Collection System Project. A meeting with the local engineering firm is scheduled for this coming Thursday to discuss preparation of plans and specifications. The deadline for submittal of Statement of Qualifications for the community center is scheduled for this Thursday. The staff will review the statements and make a recommendation to the council. We are planning for a community volunteer day sometime in September to complete the trail construction on Observatory Hill and the Little Klickitat River. 

The building permit fees are about half of what it was last year. Code enforcement cases for the year are now over 130. There is a list of all the addresses in you council packet. 
The Tourism Committee met this evening at 6:00 and discussed the changes that were mentioned at the meeting last Tuesday. There were a few changes suggested and it will submit to the Chamber for their review. 
Len questioned why we have so many repeat offenders on the code enforcement. What are we doing? Mayor Baze stated that we have a new code enforcement officer. We need to give him a chance to see if he can straighten things out. He went on to say that he has been impressed with him. He seems to have a good rapport with the public and there haven’t been any complaints. Larry added that the repeat offender label is in many different forms. We practice, as directed by Mayor Baze, to get voluntary compliance. Sometimes it is a simple call, sometimes a reminder letter each year, others take citations. Robert does do some calling and he has had good luck with that. Len asked if we need to look at the ordinance again and Steve responded by saying the ordinance is good enough we just have to enforce it. Mayor Baze stated that there are a lot of out of town owners in this town and they expect their renters to take care of it. Steve agreed but that it is no excuse. We still need to keep after the owners as they are the ones responsible.
Len reminded council that it was mentioned a while back that the city do something in appreciation for the Fire Department. Is anyone working on organizing that? Connie will work on that. He then asked what is being done about the horses on the 500 block of E Broadway. Larry stated that the Chief has made several attempts to contact those people but has not been able to. It is direct violation of the ordinance. There are four horses there and they can only have three. Larry will follow up on that.
Guy informed the council that the Festival of Wheels will be a two day event this year. There will be twenty five to thirty cars coming from the Pacific Northwest Convertible Club and Camaro Club. Friday night they will be joining the GMA Car Club to go cruising through Goldendale.

7:30:39 PM 

Steve stated that before the meeting he heard talk of water rates and usage. Since we restructured our billing we took away the 1000 cubic feet that was allowed before any rates kicked in. Keith explained that the old base rate included 1000 cubic feet of water. The base rate was dropped from $26.17 to $25.00. Since then we built in a two percent increase in all the rates for four years. It is their desire at the EPA in order to conserve that no unpaid water be given. People will see what they use and pay for and hopefully conserve the resource. Steve said you can defiantly see with all the dry lawns in town that water is being conserved. Keith stated that our water usage for the last couple of years has not decreased. He also reminded the reason we raised the rates was not only for conserving water but to replace our reservoir. We also have replaced 60 to 70,000 lineal feet of water lines in the last three years, all at a hefty price. In the mean time the price of diesel, maintenance and parts have all increased. Our two percent increase and taking away the 1000 cubic feet was a pittance in compared to the cost of what we have put into the system.  Steve stated that with all the talk about cleaning up the town he thought the city might be able to help out just a little. He thought we could give back 500 cubic feet and Keith disagreed. What it costs to water your yard is only $10.00 a month to put a half of inch of water on your yard every week for a typical 3 or 4 thousand square foot yard. Mayor Baze and Connie both said their bill have not gone up that much.
Lucille reported that she finally got notification from the Housing Authority Board of a meeting but she couldn’t go because she had no vehicle. She did get information from them and they said they would notify her of the next meeting. She stated that she was surprised on the report they gave her. They are assisting 724 households in Oregon and Washington and it was the lowest numbers that have been receiving assistance for many years.

She then stated that she has been stopped by more of our constituents talking about the meeting between the chamber and city and about the problems with the city. During the Ice Cream Social at the Library, people were sitting under the trees telling her how beautiful it is and can’t understand why the city wants to cut these trees down. She explained they didn’t get the money so don’t worry about it this year.
She then stated that someone had asked her what’s wrong with the Mayor. He was sitting at the meeting with a very intimidating pose, very closed; doesn’t he trust the council to make decisions? She went on to say she thought the set up of the meeting was poor. The council should have been on one side and the chamber on the other. It just seems that we aren’t communicating the way we should be. She then said that the meeting being 3 hours long was a waste as nothing was accomplished and that the council did not treat the chamber very well. 
PUBLIC COMMENT
Deanna Luth commented on a piece of property that she passes everyday. There are vehicles lined up along there. It looks like a regular junk yard. Beside the junk she said she never knows when turning the corner how many vehicles are going to be parked in the middle of the street or who’s going to walking back and forth between the adults and kids or just standing in the street. It happens on a regular bases and someone is going to get hurt someday. 
She then stated that she attended the meeting Lucille was talking about. She thought there were many good comments made on both sides. She had more issues with the chamber than the city. Everyone has differences of opinion and different personalities. When you know there is a problem before you ever walk through the door everybody’s defenses were up. That probably made everyone seem more out of line than they should have been. Deanna went on saying that the Mayor had every right to be at the meeting to see and know what was going on. She thanked the Mayor for everything. He is trying to do a good job for this city and she likes a lot of his ideas. 

Tanner Milliren explained that he is in the process of planning an event at Ekone Park. He is doing a health benefit event and silent auction for his mom who is about to undergo a major cervical surgery. All proceeds will be deposited in non profit account set up at Riverview Bank. The event will be family-oriented with games, food and music. He is here to ask the council to waive any park fees.
Mayor Baze stated that he can’t make the decision but made a recommendation to council that we waive the fee for this particular event because it is for a good cause for a member of our community. That’s what we try to do is help the community especially when one is ill.

It was moved by Council Member Guy Theriault, seconded by Council Member Andy Halm, to waive the fee for this event to be held on September 16, 2012 for section D & E.

7:52:55 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Mindy Jackson


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

ADJOURNMENT
It was moved by Council Member Steve Johnston, seconded by Council Member Andy Halm, to adjourn the meeting.

7:53:48 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Lucille Bevis


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Andy Halm


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Mindy Jackson


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

____________________________________

Clinton Baze, Mayor

____________________________________

Connie Byers, Clerk-Treasurer

