GOLDENDALE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST 6, 2012

Mayor Clinton Baze opened the regular meeting of the Goldendale City Council followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

7:01:26 PM
PRESENT:	Council Member Lucille Bevis
	Council Member Len Crawford
	Council Member Andy Halm
	Council Member Gary Hoctor
	Council Member Mindy Jackson
	Council Member Steve Johnston
	Council Member Guy Theriault
	Mayor Clinton Baze 

STAFF:	City Administrator Larry Bellamy
	Clerk-Treasurer Connie Byers
	Public Works Director Keith Grundei
	Public Safety Director Rick Johnson 

ABSENT:	None 


AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA

It was moved by Council Member Steve Johnston, seconded by Council Member Gary Hoctor, to approve the agenda and consent agenda.

AYES:	Council Member Lucille Bevis
	Council Member Len Crawford
	Council Member Andy Halm
	Council Member Gary Hoctor
	Council Member Mindy Jackson
	Council Member Steve Johnston
	Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:	None.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.







PRESENTATIONS

Tom Ireland, President of the Goldendale Chamber, stated that in a previous meeting with the Mayor and Larry the Chamber was verbally attacked with denigrating remarks by the Mayor. He went on to say the lodging tax funds are public funds and the expenditure of the funds should be reported in an open public meeting. Therefore Tom and the Chamber Board of Directors determined that it was best to present a year-to-date financial report, including a summation of the volunteer hours it has taken to support their contractual obligation. In summary Tom offered the following comments for council to consider. In a Mayor Council City Government policy and administration are separated. All legislative and policy making powers are vested in the City Council. The administrative authority including veto power is vested in the Mayor. The decision regarding the tourism agreement is in the hands of not only the Mayor but in each council member. The Chamber also recommends the dates be changed on the Tourism Agreement to September 1st through August 31st of the following year. A September beginning date would allow for sponsorship solicitation and marketing campaign to coincide with budget planning and magazine publishing dates.

Mayor Baze responded to the comments. You said you were verbally attacked but I didn’t verbally attack you, I just told you how I felt. The other part is we feel the city should be listed as a sponsor on the events.  You say you’re contracted with the city to promote these events, but yet if it weren’t for the city you wouldn’t have the contract. And then you include yourself on as a sponsor, but where did you get the money that you used to do the sponsorship? Did you take it out of the city funds? Where did that come from to say you know that you actually sponsored the event, when you were actually using the same state motel/hotel tax that the city gave to you under contract to put on events? That I take offense to and I think everybody else in here takes offense to the same thing Tom.

Tom then stated that at the end of the meeting he did feel attacked. You raised your voice and threatened to cancel the Chamber contract.

Mayor Baze stated that it’s because I care about this city. And I care about what happens to it, and I care about what direction its going. And I think as far as the events that are put on, some of them are ok and some of the need a little work. But when there’s all the confrontation, just like right now what’s going on, you come in here and say I verbally attack you, you say I do this, do that, you know its politics. People are going to say anything they want, it doesn’t really matter. But I look out for the city’s best interest, and some things I think should change and there will be a change.

After much discussion it was decided that a committee should be formed consisting of three Council Members and three Chamber Board Members. Earlene Sullivan and Connie Byers will make the arrangements as to the date and time.




DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Rick reported that he picked up two free laptops for vehicles from the Camas Police Department last week. They were up for surplus and were originally $5,000.00. 

Keith reported that originally the low bid for the East Collins Project was Artistic Excavation. They used the maximum amount of days and could not execute a bond.  We have now gone to the second low bidder which is Crestline Construction and awarded the project to them. The price that they had on their proposal was good for 60 days and we executed a contract within that period of time. The major part of the contract is the concrete work. The bidder Crestline received a bid from had put a thirty day clause on it so after 30 days of not hearing anything they found other work. The second low bidder is willing to do the work, but he is $10,000.00 higher. The lowest bidder is still willing to do the work for the bidding price but won’t be ready until first of October. It was decided to start the contract on September 24th and the project should be done by the 1st of November.

Keith then informed the council that on the TIB applications we are going to submit seal coating on Mill St and Observatory Hill Road and reconstruction on the two and three hundred blocks of West Brooks Street. Regarding Third Street, Keith had recommended at the staff meeting we not apply because of the letter from the Klickitat County Park and Recreation District. The letter indicates that they are not in support of it. Unless I am given different direction we will not apply for the Third Street Extension.

Len asked if Third Street Extension is on the six-year street plan. Keith answered yes, and it can come back off next year or you can apply next year and approach the Rec Board.

The council discussed the situation and directed Keith to apply for the Third Street Extension Project.

COUNCIL BUSINESS

CDBG Contract for Community Center Feasibility Plan
Larry stated that we applied for and received award of a $24,000.00 planning only grant. The application was to have a feasibility study done to determine whether or not it would make sense to put a community center in Goldendale.

Guy informed council that at the AWC Conference the WA State University gave a presentation on how they do developments, studies and research on community centers. The only thing that we would have to pay is their expenses. Larry said he would send them our request for qualification package and ask that they submit a qualification statement to us.









It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to authorize the Mayor to execute the Planning Only Grant Agreement with the Department of Commerce through the Community ;Development Block Grant Program in the amount of $24,000.00

AYES:	Council Member Lucille Bevis
	Council Member Len Crawford
	Council Member Andy Halm
	Council Member Gary Hoctor
	Council Member Mindy Jackson
	Council Member Steve Johnston
	Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:	None.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.


PWTF – DOH Loan Agreement for Lower Water Reservoir Replacement
Larry stated that we have been talking about this project for quite some time but this is the actual funding award for the city to start work on our lower reservoir replacement project. This will cover a three-phase project including, a Facility Plan, design and specification preparation and construction. The aggregate loan amount is $1,349,663.00.

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to authorize the Mayor execute the Capital Agreement between the City of Goldendale and the Public Works Board for the Lower Reservoir Replacement Project in the amount of $1,349,663.00.

AYES:	Council Member Lucille Bevis
	Council Member Len Crawford
	Council Member Andy Halm
	Council Member Gary Hoctor
	Council Member Mindy Jackson
	Council Member Steve Johnston
	Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:	None.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.


REPORT OF OFFICERS AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR

Lucille stated that the new Emergency Management Director, Ed Powell, started on August 1st. The tower schedule is behind because they have to do a Tribal/Cultural study on two tower sites. The building schedule is moving along.

Steve apologized for his inexcusable absents at the last meeting. He just got wrapped up in what he was doing and Tuesday morning he realized he had missed the meeting. He then said there is still a dust problem at the bulk plant. Keith informed him that the problem will be over in two weeks because the bulk plant is closing.
Guy reminded council that the Festival of Wheels is on September 15th.

Len stated that a piece of property on East Broadway appears it might have a possible animal ordinance violation.

Mindy stated there is a group in town called Brush With Kindness and they have a painting project coming up on the 18th of August. If anyone wants to get involved just let her know.

Larry stated that he meet with the Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Tribes and DOE on the trail projects. We are good to go with the second phase on Observatory Hill. The only issue was that there were Western Gray Squirrel nests, so they don’t want any trail development done during their mating season. On the Little Klickitat River we will put gravel on the higher ground and leave the lower the way it is.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Kerry Bodily stated that he has seen cities and chambers in Utah, Washington and Oregon work together. He feels this is a disturbing situation because he is a member of the chamber and he knows Clint, Tom and Lucille. From a public point of view he doesn’t care if an event has made a dollar or lost a dollar because an event is far above the economics of the event itself. His opinion is that the chamber is one of the most efficient organizations in the United States. Reason being we have thousands of hours of public service not paid, and to think that you could take anything from an organization like that and move it anywhere makes him wonder, how are you going to do that? He believes we should be careful in moving anything or interrupting a service that seems to him works.

Terry Luth thanked everyone for Community Days and stated he likes the GMA and what they do for the community. He then volunteered to be on the committee between the city and the chamber. He also stated that he was glad to see everyone on the council speaking up tonight. There are a lot of times that there are just a few who participate while others just sit back in their chairs.

Lou Marzeles stated that he thinks it is worth mentioning as someone who has been involved with starting chambers in other parts of the country. He is very concerned and interested in community affairs. It seems to him that what we are really talking about here is how well is the city’s money being spent in regard to the chambers function. In other words, are you getting your dollars worth. Yes the chamber has a long history of doing these kinds of events and they are not necessarily professional promoters, entrepreneur, and event organizers. So is the city paying the chamber to learn how to do that job? Or could they be better spending it elsewhere in the hands of people that actually do this for a living?











ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Council Member Steve Johnston, seconded by Council Member Andy Halm, to adjourn the meeting.

8:34:22 PM
AYES:	Council Member Lucille Bevis
	Council Member Len Crawford
	Council Member Andy Halm
	Council Member Gary Hoctor
	Council Member Mindy Jackson
	Council Member Steve Johnston
	Council Member Guy Theriault
NAYS:	None.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.



________________________________
Clinton Baze, Mayor



________________________________
Connie Byers, Clerk-Treasurer

