GOLDENDALE CITY COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING

OCTOBER 17, 2011

6:00 PM

Mayor Arletta Parton called to order the executive session meeting of the Goldendale City Council at 6:00:58 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

6:01:35 PM 
PRESENT:
Council Member Clint Baze


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston

  (is running late and will be here for regular council)

Council Member Mike Montanye

STAFF:
City Administrator Larry Bellamy


Public Works Director Keith Grundei


Public Safety Director Rick Johnson


Finance/Administrative II Sandy Wells 

ABSENT:
None 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 6:01:48 PM 

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Mike Montanye, to go into executive session for 59 minutes to discuss possible litigation. 

6:55:54 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Clint Baze


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Mike Montanye

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 5-0.

6:55:54 PM 

Mayor Parton announced council is out of executive session with no decisions made.

REGULAR MEETING

OCTOBER 17, 2011

7:00 PM

Mayor Arletta Parton called to order the regular meeting of the Goldendale City Council at 7:01:11 PM .
AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA 

It was moved by Council Member Mike Montanye, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to approve the consent agenda.

7:01:24 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Clint Baze


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 6-0.

PRESENTATIONS 7:01:59 PM 

Cindy Bluemel handed out a thank you letter for all the Council members and to Mayor Parton (see attached for letter). Cindy would like to thank the City for allowing the Farmers Market to use Ekone Park for their venue. They had about 200 shoppers each weekend and made about $20,000 for the season.  Most of the shoppers were people from out of town.  They had about 13 vendors each week and about 30 total different vendors throughout the season.  Cindy handed in her application to use the park for next year.  The Farmers Market would like to extend the agreement to use the park with the same stipulations as last year.  They will pay $50 for vendors over 14.  We have some community building goals.  We hope that the City is viewing the Market as a great asset.  We had a consignment table this year.  It worked out great.  We would like to work with more non-profit groups this year.  If someone wants to set up a table to give out information…there is no fee for that.  If the City wants to set up a table to give out information on clean up day…you could do that.  If we had any excess food left over we donated it to the food bank. Message to Keith Grundei, Public Works Director; the kitchen needs some upgrades.  There was a problem with the stove.  Only some of the burners would work.  Some of the burners will only work on high.  There also are some venting problems in the kitchen that could be a health department issue.  There is also no hot water.  City suggestion was an on demand hot water system.  If there is anything that we can do to improve the kitchen, fund raising or anything, please let her know.  The restroom is sometimes in poor shape on Saturday.  Keith said they are cleaned daily and usually in the morning.  

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 7:09:24 PM 
Chief, Rick Johnson: One of the things I’ve talked about in the past going towards accreditation.  We had our final on the 7th.  The final report is being sent to WASPC Board with the recommendation that we become accredited.  We will be one of 50 out of the 270 law enforcement  departments in the state.  We have started to see an increase in crime in the past month.  We have been seeing a lot more fights down town and in the schools.  We are working very closely with liquor control.  We are all working with the down town businesses.  If someone gets into a fight at one establishment, they will be making phone calls to the other businesses down town, and that person will not be allowed to be in any down town businesses (that serves alcohol)  for the next 48 hours.
 Keith Grundei: Cascade cleaned up the site across from the Industrial Park. Cascade also cleaned up the lot by the hospital (that is the lot from where they had borrowed material) then hydro seeded it and it looks really nice.
Council Business 7:13:31 PM 
Interviews for council vacancy: Larry Bellamy stated that there are 3 candidates here tonight.  There are 4 candidates, Arlene McDermid she called and is unavailable to come to a meeting in October.  She would be available in November, however November is too late.  Each candidate will be asked the same questions.  The candidates will be taken out of the council room and asked to wait in the Mayors office.  Each candidate will answer the question and then sit down or go back into the Mayors office.  After the 3 interviews have taken place; the council will pick two of 4 finalists.  Then out of those two, the council will choose one out of the two.

Lucille Bevis 7:19:35 PM :
Mayor Parton: Describe your educational back ground, work experience, & community service activities.

     “I am from New York State.  I went to high school in a little community in upstate New York.  I graduated from business school and went to Hudson Valley Community College. I also have a certificate in real estate, which was part of my job at the power company.  I spent three and half years at with the College of Saint Rose in business management before I was relocated to New York.  I took a higher position, supervisor position, at New York City Electric and Gas. I have always been involved with community service.  I worked seven years for an attorney.  I when I worked for New York City Electric and Gas Company…it was a requirement to do community service.  When I lived in Elmira New York, I was on the Economic Development Committee for the County.  I was on the committee for 7 years.  I moved to Goldendale in 1999.  I have been involved with Chamber of Commerce and The Goldendale Grange.”
Steve Johnston:  What are the two highest priority and/or issues that you believe the city needs to address and how would you propose to address these issues.
     “Having worked the Economic Development Committee here; one of the first issues is to clean up the City.  I think there are ways to do that.  I think the town can be enhanced.  A coat of paint does wonders.  I think getting the property owners to take an active role.  We could have two clean up days instead of one.  Some people can’t afford to go twice.  Allied waste just raised their prices.  I would like to see a business alliance in town.  I would like to see every business in town be a part”.
Clint Baze:  What assets and strength do you bring to city council?
     “I have many years of experience. I worked for a County Chairman and I worked for a City many years ago.  I really liked this community.  I don’t want it destroyed.  I hear people talking about change.  Where I came from, change was to tear buildings done.  I don’t want to see that happen”.
Len Crawford:  What is your big vision you have for Goldendale?

     “I would like to see businesses come here.  Being in real estate, I know the economic situation.  I realize that until the housing kind of ramps up, it will be difficult.  We could use a business that could employee about 25 – 50 people.  I don’t want to see Goldendale grow to a City of 15,000 people.  Small is nice.  I would like to see a few businesses.  It would be a nice start.  We don’t have the population to support a big business and we don’t have the skilled workers.  It would be hard to bring in skilled labor”.

Mike Montanye:  What is your interest in serving on council and what do you hope to accomplish?

     “Well my interest is to move forward with our city.  My back ground will help me to that.  

Mable Eaton:  What, in your opinion, is the City greatest asset?

    “The people.  The people here are friendly.  I love to live here.

Gary Hoctor:  Please describe your view on how the city should facilitate growth in our community?

    “It’s not going to be easy.  People aren’t letting go of their money and banks are not letting go of their money.  It’s going to take getting out of our recession in order to get any growth.

Lucille has no questions for the council.

Deanna Luth 7:33:27 PM  
Mayor Parton: Describe your educational back ground, work experience, & community service activities.

     “I have spent 20 years waiting tables.  I own my own business, TD Fast Lube.  I graduated high school.  I went to bank teller school.  I have done a lot with 4H in the community.  Right now I am working with G3 in trying to improve our community”.
Steve Johnston:  What are the two highest priority and/or issues that you believe the city needs to address and how would you propose to address these issues.
     “I think one is to continue on with the infrastructure and working to improve our streets.  That will make the town look better to bring in new businesses.  We’ve done a good job so far and we need to continue to working forward.  The second is to bring in new business.  We also need to work with small businesses to bring those into Goldendale as well.”
Clint Baze:  What assets and strength do you bring to city council?
     “I think one strength I have, going back to when I waited tables, is it taught me how to deal with people.  I think I work well with people to help the town grow and succeed.  

Len Crawford:  What is your big vision you have for Goldendale?

     “The major vision is to have fewer drugs, less teen pregnancy, and work on some of those issues. Also to have less unemployment in town.”

Mike Montanye:  What is your interest in serving on council and what do you hope to accomplish?

      “I am interest because I am a business owner in town and want to see how the town is growing and the direction it is going into.  I also would like to be a part of that process.  I hope to be positive parts of making it go forward as far as making businesses come in and help beautify the town.  And also work as a group to make the town go forward”.
Mable Eaton:  What, in your opinion, is the City greatest asset?

     “The beauty of the city.  We proved with the fires that our town can work together.  I would love to be able to work on those strengths to make the town bigger and better.”

Gary Hoctor:  Please describe your view on how the city should facilitate growth in our community?

     “I will go back to working on small businesses.  Find ways to make it cheaper and helping them go forward.  Along with some bigger businesses to come into the industrial park, that would help put some of the out of work citizens back to work”.
Deanna has no questions for the council,

Gina McCabe 7:40:43 PM 

Mayor Parton: Describe your educational back ground, work experience, & community service activities.

     “I have an Associate’s Degree from Clark College, a Bachelors Degree from University of Washington, and An Executive Jurist Doctorate from Concord School of Law, I have a CHA (Certified Hotel Administrator) Degree from the Education Institute (that the hospitality industry recognizes).  And I’m currently working on my MBA.  I started my own business when I was 16.  I left Goldendale for 10 years to go to school and then came back here to run my own business here.  I’ve served on lots of boards.  I’m currently on the Chamber of Commerce Board.  I’ve helped with youth soccer.  We try to teach unprivileged kids at the studio right now.  I volunteer where ever I can”.   
Steve Johnston:  What are the two highest priority and/or issues that you believe the city needs to address and how would you propose to address these issues.

     “Jobs.  I think without jobs then you will lose people and they will have to move.  Jobs is most important.  It’s a problem everyone is facing.  There is money in Grants.  I’ve written Grants in the College in The Dalles before.  The other thing is we need to help the businesses here.  The small businesses need the City’s help and the Chambers help to keep going.  
Clint Baze:  What assets and strength do you bring to city council?

     “Understand how to work as a liaison between you and the city.  We have to respect the people and work well with them.  I do that in my business with my own employees.  Also I have business experience with keeping a budget and knowing if you have money or not.  Sometimes you have to juggle the finances to get things paid for.  I think I bring that experience as well.   

Len Crawford:  What is your big vision you have for Goldendale?

     “Longevity.  I don’t believe in reinventing the wheel.  I think there are a lot of little cities just like ours out there.  Leavenworth and little cities that have great ideas and figured out how to make it work.  We need to borrow their ideas.  Most people love to share…love to tell you how they made their ideas work.  It’s important that we meet with them.  Find out what they did that works and what they failed at.  If they failed then we don’t have to be the next in line to fail.  You need to find out what Goldendale wants.  Encourage citizens to tell you their ideas.  If they feel encouraged then they might be willing to share their ideas.  If it’s their idea they might be will to help.

Mike Montanye:  What is your interest in serving on council and what do you hope to accomplish?

     “I interested in serving because I think it’s our duty to serve.  I want to help and be a part of the city.

Mable Eaton:  What, in your opinion, is the City greatest asset?

     “The beauty of the City.   I’ve traveled a lot in my life.  It’s so beautiful that it brings people here”.
Gary Hoctor:  Please describe your view on how the city should facilitate growth in our community?

     “First make sure that the citizens want the town to grow”.
Gina has no questions for the council.

7:49:59 PM 

Larry reminded the council that there are four possibilities for the 1st voting.  The council is voting for 2 of the 4 people.  

1st VOTE

 Larry announced the first vote result is 

      1. Lucille

      2. Gina

2nd VOTE

Larry announced the 2nd vote result is

Lucille Bevis

Lucille took the seat next to Steve Johnston.  Mayor Parton gave the “Oath to Office” to Lucille Bevis.   
Report of Officers and City Administrator 7:56:15 PM 

Gary Hoctor: I would like to welcome Lucille and thank everyone else for their interest and thanks for the support.

Mike Montanye: I took a drive out on 21st street. There is a house out there that Andy needs to take a look at 210 21st street.  Every other house in that area looks good.  417 E Main also needs to be looked at.

Len Crawford: I would like to congratulate the Chief and the whole crew for all the work they have done.  It is awesome.  

Steve Johnston: I would like to make the announcement that I will be gone in January and February.  Larry told Steve he needs to get the ok from the council.  If he’s gone more than 3 unexcused meetings then he will need to get approval.  Larry said he will look at the language and there doesn’t have to be a decision made tonight.  Larry will look and see if there are any other issues. 

Lucille Bevis: I just wanted to say thank you.  I look forward working with you and the City.

Larry Bellamy: There are a lot of opportunities over the next few weeks.  We scheduled some meetings for Budget, Economic Development and Special Meetings.  Tuesday October 18th we have a Budget Committee Meeting.  On Wednesday (October 19) in the afternoon, we are having another session on the Solid Waste Advisory Committee.  Len Crawford and I will be attending.  Wednesday, October 19 we are having a rescheduled Economic Development Committee meeting with the Chamber and the County.  On Saturday, October 22nd, we have the trail marking on Observatory Hill.  We will be participating with the effort.  We will provide a few Sanitation Cans near the reservoir site and we will have volunteer sign up sheets.  We will need to have the proper forms from WCIA.  Monday, October 24, we will be having a special meeting.  It will be about the ground lease assignment that needs to take place following the purchase of AM Todd by a Company called WILD.  We need make sure the assignment is done and approved by Council before the Mayor can sign and approve the assignment of the lease.  They are trying to get all the documents signed before the end of October.  Following the Special meeting on Monday will be an Ordinance Committee Meeting.  On November 2nd, I’m participating in a community needs assessment meeting.  This is with the Healthy People Alliance & Health Services.  They will be discussing what the community needs as far as health care.  The next council will be November 7th.
Public Comment 8:05:55 PM 
Ron Ingraham, 315 South Grant: I have lived in Goldendale all my life.  I’m concerned about my last water bill and I place this at your feet.  You complain about the city looking like crap, but you can look at the dead yards.  That is part of the reason the City doesn’t look good. There are elderly people in the town that have to choose between paying their water bill and buying medication.  I came to office and spoke to the two young ladies that work there.  I have to compliment you on your choice.  They were very courteous, knowledgeable, and they did (at that time) cool my anger.  However I went to the Candidates night and listened to some of you and how you were going to make it back what it use to be.  As far as green yards and painted fences.  Also the office showed me how my bill (as far as water use) was same as it’s been in the past.  I’ve always paid the bill because I want to have a green lawn.  We use to get 1000 gallons free.  Now we don’t get that.  You need to look you policies regarding people on their green lawns.  Then next thing I want to talk about it is walking around town.  You should take a look at people’s back yards more closely.  It is horrible.  I don’t know the answer.  But I hope you can do something.  

It was moved by Council Member Mike Montanye, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to adjourn the meeting.

8:09:31 PM 
AYES:
Council Member Clint Baze


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye


Mayor Arletta Parton.

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

Adjourned



Arletta Parton, Mayor



         Sandy Wells, Finance/ Administrative Assist

