GOLDENDALE CITY COUNCIL

 REGULAR MEETING

FEBRUARY 22, 2011

7:00 PM

Mayor Arletta Parton called to order the regular meeting of the Goldendale City Council at 7:00 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL 

7:01:38 PM 

PRESENT:
Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Clint Baze


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye


Mayor Arletta Parton 

STAFF:
City Administrator Larry Bellamy


Clerk-Treasurer Connie Byers


Public Works Director Keith Grundei


Public Safety Director Rick Johnson 

ABSENT:
None 

AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA
It was moved by Council Member Mike Montanye, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to approve the agenda and consent agenda as written.

Mayor Parton asked for an amendment to the agenda to include, under J, an action item for consideration of a request to execute an agreement with the Department of Commerce for an energy savings project.

It was moved by Council Member Mike Montanye, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to include discussion of a memo from the City Administrator under item J.

7:02:29 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Clint Baze


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

PRESENTATIONS 7:03:15 PM 

Dennis Schroder President of the Motorsports Association told council that the association is a non profit organization dedicated to the promotion of motorsports activities and creating economic development. They also benefit the community through programs that include a scholarship for a high school senior each year, sponsor a little league soccer team, and donate to the 4H and equestrian club as well as other causes.

Dennis stated that he is here tonight because the Greater Goldendale Area Chamber of Commerce has decided to not sponsor the Festival of Wheels. Goldendale Motorsports Association presents the car show portion of the festival each year and plan on continuing in 2011. He explained how the festival was started and how much it has grown in the last seven years. The association is willing to organize and run the entire festival and requests financial support from the City of Goldendale. In addition we would like to request advertizing support for the Community Days Show ‘N’ Shine Car Show, and the Concours de Maryhill Car Show. We hope the council recognizes the associations’ contribution to tourism and creating economic development and chooses to support our efforts.

Clint Baze stated that he would like to see the city support it. Len Crawford asked if he knew how many people come to town on that weekend. Dennis stated that they are busy running the car show and a head count is difficult. Mike Montanye asked how much money the association is requesting and Dennis said $3,258.00 for the Festival of Wheels. Len Crawford stated that there are other issues going on. In reading the contract with the chamber, this event falls well within the RCW’s. Several members of the council stated that they think the money the city provides to the chamber should be spent on this event. Steve Johnston also wanted to know why the chamber decided not to when it is within the realm of the contract.

 7:16:43 PM 

Ray LaFond President of the Goldendale Chamber stated he is not here to rebut Dennis or the association, but to tell council what the chamber does and what they can do for the city and to answer any questions. Mayor Parton asked why the chamber decided not to help the Festival of Wheels or the Goldendale Motorsports Association this year. Ray said they haven’t decided not to help them; there is a potential $700.00 in the budget for advertising for the association. The board chose not to sponsor it because it didn’t seem to fit what we were doing and our goals for the chamber and the City of Goldendale. He then explained their goal is to bring tourism and people to Goldendale on events. They have sponsored a number of different events over the years and some where dropped because they didn’t fit what we were trying to achieve. This year the board concurred that other than the participants in the car show it didn’t appear that there were a lot of outside people coming into Goldendale. The board felt we didn’t achieve a significant amount of tourism participation on the event and chose not to support the event as a sponsor. He then went on to say that he believes the chamber is doing a good job for the city and that the money is not just for events. The money is also spent on advertising in the local media, and other publications that are distributed all over the state.

The council then asked if Ray could go back to the board and ask them to reconsider their decision. He said that he would but he couldn’t guarantee a change in the results.

Larry Bellamy also suggested that the city and chamber budget committees meet so there would be better understanding in regard to the numbers for a better response to the Motorsports Association. Larry will set up a meeting for next week and contact Ray.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 7:41:27 PM 

Rick Johnson reported that there has been $600.00 received from propertyroom.com for several items sold. Since the last council meeting there was a stabbing in town. There has been an arrest and the Prosecutors Office is making charges for assault one. Open house for the new building has been set for March 8th from 11:00 – 3:00. There have been over 70 parking tickets issued in the last two weeks for parking the wrong way, up over the curb, blocking the sidewalk, and expired tabs.

7:45:57 PM 

Keith Grundei reported there was a traffic safety meeting last week and two items were discussed; request for a stop sign and no parking. On the corner of Burgen and Mill the decision was that if the bushes and shrubs that are growing in the right-of-way were removed there would be no need for a stop sign. From Broadway S all the way to Collins, Chatfield is signed no parking on both sides with the exception of the 200 block. The committee agrees that block should also be signed. He then requested concurrence from council to place no parking signs on the 200 block of Chatfield. Council concurred. 

Keith stated that we need a committee to review the proposals for the AMI’s. He has himself, Larry, Connie, and Karen but would also like to have 2 or 3 members of the council. Mayor Parton asked Gary, Len, and Clint if they would be interested and they all agreed.

Steve asked if the Building Inspector/Code Enforcer was part of Public Works or is he a department to himself? Larry stated that he operates under Administration.  Steve then reiterated that he would like to see Andy or Larry giving the current update of the other half of what the Chief had discussed which is Code Enforcement. He feels it is just as important as the updates on parking.

Larry explained that since Klickitat County did not renew the Animal Control Contract with the city, we will utilize Tom’s time to help with code enforcement. The focus that will next be addressed is garbage that is being stored in unapproved containers. 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 7:59:30 PM 

John Gardner requested council permission to place a fence in the city right-of-way. He would actually be replacing the fence that was there when the house was purchased. Photos were presented showing the approximate property line and the fence line along with a revocable license agreement.

It was moved by Council Member Joe Abbott, seconded by Council Member Clint Baze, to authorize the Mayor to sign a revocable license agreement with John and Theresa Gardner.

8:06:08 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Clint Baze


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

ORDINANCES 8:06:26 PM 

Larry Bellamy went over the proposed changes to the Animal Control Ordinance discussed at the last council meeting.

8:14:18 PM 

Don Beierle stated the dog problem in this town is the worst he has ever experienced anywhere. He has a neighbor that has 10 dogs and would like the ordinance to limit a resident to only 2 dogs. He also believes you shouldn’t have to have complaints from 2 separate residents before action can be taken on barking dogs.

8:17:27 PM 

Ronda Nielsen stated she is a responsible pet owner of 3 dogs and 4 cats. She feels what this ordinance is doing is taking away the liberties from people that take care of their animals because of the people that don’t.

8:20:49 PM 

Ray Wagner would like to see the ordinance address the deer problem in town. He has a dog that has gotten injured from the spike of a deer.

8:23:45 PM 

Julie Vance stated that she lives by Ekone Park on 2 acres, a portion which is in the flood plain. She has 4 dogs, 1 indoor/outdoor cat, 1 stray cat, 3 miniature horses, and 4 full size horses. She uses the horses to keep the weeds down in the summer and to teach her kids responsibility but they are pastured in the winter outside of town. She doesn’t want anymore regulations as she is practicing good management.

8:29:21 PM 

Lauriellen Chisholm stated she understands the city trying to protect the horses within city limits while at the same time trying to beautify Goldendale, however has a few questions regarding the ordinance. On the issue of one acre per horse, does this include smaller horses such as ponies and miniature horses? Is this the amount of area 24/7? If this is so, the horse will get very sick by foundering or colic. Regarding the fencing and shelter provision, her property will be out of compliance with the proposed changes. She doesn’t see any provisions for health care, adequate food, or water which is more important than setbacks and amount of land per horse and is willing to work with a committee to address these concerns.

8:38:23 PM 

Angela Fields feels the city should consider the people that take care of their animals verses the ones that don’t. Her animals are kept under control yet there are neighbors around her that just let there animals run free and she doesn’t see anything being done about that. She also thinks that you shouldn’t need more that one resident to complain before something could be done.

8:44:26 PM 

Marty Hudson stated he has horses and has trouble with the 100’ setback. He has a little over an acre most of which is in the flood plain. He also stated that he tries to be a good neighbor; he would like to see that there is a way for him to use the property and still be within the ordinance.

8:45:19 PM 

John Gardner stated that rather than the number of animals, there should be standards for the care of the animals.

Mayor Parton stated that after what she has heard tonight, she made a decision that this will go back to the ordinance committee that will be meeting next Monday at 6:00.

It was moved by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to table the second reading of the animal control ordinance until it goes back to the ordinance committee.

8:48:56 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Clint Baze


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

REPORT OF OFFICERS AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR 8:49:00 PM 

Larry Bellamy stated that in 2009 there was a Block Grant program called the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant. The city developed an energy savings project and completed an application but was not selected. A few weeks ago the Department of Commerce informed us that the money was not all spent and the City of Goldendale was selected as a possible recipient of this money. Because we were selected so late, the city is required to fast track in order for all the paperwork be completed by next year. He then requested the council to authorize the Mayor to execute the agreement with the Department of Commerce.

It was moved by Council Member Steve Johnston, seconded by Council Member Joe Abbott, to authorize the Mayor to execute the agreement with the Department of Commerce for an Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant to the City of Goldendale in the amount of $135,000.

8:54:44 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Clint Baze


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Don Beierle told council to please keep up the work of trying to clean up the town. This could be a beautiful little town and he hates to see nice neighborhoods go down hill. 

ADJOURNMENT
It was moved by Council Member Mike Montanye, seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to adjourn the meeting.

8:56:46 PM 

AYES:
Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Clint Baze


Council Member Len Crawford


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye

NAYS:
None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0.

__________________________

Arletta Parton, Mayor

__________________________

Connie Byers, Clerk-Treasurer

