CITY OF GOLDENDALE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 8, 2009

7:00 PM

Mayor Arletta Parton called to order the regular meeting of the Goldendale City Council at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 08, 2009 followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion by Council Member Mike Montanye, seconded by Council Member Joe Abbott, to excuse Steve Johnston.

AYES:
  


Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Tom Cuff


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Mike Montanye


Council Member Clint Baze

NAYS:  


None.

MOTION Carried Unanimously 6-0

ROLL CALL
Council Members present:

Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Tom Cuff


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Mike Montanye


Council Member Clint Baze


Mayor Arletta Parton

Staff Present:



City Administrator Larry Bellamy


Public Works Director Keith Grundei


Public Safety Director Rick Johnson


Finance Administrative Asst III Cora Heid


Clerk Treasurer Connie Byers

Absent:



Council Member Steve Johnston

AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA:

A motion by Council Member Mike Montanye, seconded by Council Member Clint Baze, to The Consent Agenda includes the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting on August 17, 2009, and claims checks #30271, 30272, 30320, 30367 - #30439 in the amount of $472,837.02 and payroll checks #30273 - #30319 in the amount of $74,450.20, for payroll dated August 18, 2009 and payroll checks #30321 – 30366 in the amount of $96,185.31.

Gary Hoctor questioned the check written to Atlantic Tactical in the amount of $6,335.43 as to what it was for. Public Safety Director, Rick Johnson indicated it was for equipment that was purchased with a replaceable grant.
AYES:
  


Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Tom Cuff


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Mike Montanye


Council Member Clint Baze

NAYS:  


None.

MOTION Carried Unanimously 6-0

MAYOR REPORT
Mayor, Arletta Parton reported she was contacted through the mail from the American Payroll Association, Rainier Chapter wanting to call this week of Labor Day Payroll Week. The proclamation was read and a copy given to Andrew Christiansen for the publication in the Goldendale Sentinel.

The Mayor next read a thank you letter from the Maryhill Museum of Art thanking the City for always being supportive of exhibits, programs, and events. They are also very obliged for the extremely generous gift of the fire hydrant from the City of Goldendale. This not only helps Maryhill Museum protect the museum, grounds and surrounding ranchlands from fire, but also that if its neighbors.

PUBLIC HEARING
Water rate restructure proposal

Public Works Director, Keith Grundei read through the Water Rate Assessment for Proposed Water Rate Re-Structure. There are several reasons for the rate restructure such as, compliance to Water Law Rules, generating revenue to replace water lines and reservoir replacement. 

Ron Lightfoot, 627 E Broadway, this document doesn’t mention anything about singlewide trailers on personal property. His concern was is the rate for these going to be the same as a stick built house and the answer was yes. He also acknowledged the reservoir needs some attention and suggested that we look into some kind of a liner.

Del Shuttleworth, 103 S Mill questioned where we got information for the proposal to charge every meter. He indicated he has property with a meter and has no need for one but does not want to remove meter to avoid future meter reconnection fees. Keith got his information from various agencies such as American Water Works Association, Evergreen Rural Water of Washington, and Water Sense from EPA. They all support the fact that if you are a meter holder then you have an interest in someday having water. If you have an interest in having water, then you should have an interest in supporting the system that allows you to call us to turn that meter on and you have water.

Ernest Wait, 690 N Columbus just had to take a $30.00 a month cut in wages to keep his job and had to learn to live within his means.

Clara Shuttleworth, 103 S Mill we pay $25.00 to turn off the water and $25.00 to turn it back on. If we had to leave it on we would have to replace all the pipes in the house because it gets cold here in the wintertime.

Ken McEwen, 519 E Broadway wonders why if the City owns the water meters the resident’s pay for them. He then questioned item 14 on the flow of funds – existing rates chart. Does the City really expect to receive $5,114,000 by the year 2015? It was explained that this is a cumulative figure over a five-year period.

Keith thanked the people for coming. He made notes that he will take to the water committee and they will try to come up with the most equitable solution.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Police Department – Public Safety Director, Rick Johnson had to leave due to illness at his home.

Public Works – Public Works Director, Keith Grundei reported there was a bid opening today for the East Central Neighborhood Project. This is for streets, sidewalks, curb gutters, storm drainage, and some sewer line repairs. We had twelve bidders. Cascade Equipment and Construction out of Carson, Washington appears to be the lowest bidder. We are still verifying their bid and paperwork.

COUNCIL BUSINESS
Water System Plan Update Professional Service/Consultant Contract:

City Administrator, Larry Bellamy reported every six years the City is required to update the Water Comprehensive Plan. We have received a proposal from Pioneer Surveying and Engineering a local company that is qualified for the job. The amount to update the Water Comprehensive Plan will amount to $66,359.90. Our recommendation is for the Council to authorize the Mayor to execute an agreement with Pioneer Surveying and Engineering.

A motion by Council Member Gary Hoctor, seconded by Council Member Mike Montanye, to authorize the Mayor to execute an agreement in the amount of $66,359.90 with Pioneering Surveying and Engineering, Inc. for the Water System Plan.

AYES:
  


Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Tom Cuff


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Mike Montanye


Council Member Clint Baze

NAYS:  


None.

MOTION Carried Unanimously 6-0

ORDINANCES
First reading-Parking Code revision:

One of the things this ordinance does is to allow a limited amount of vehicles stored within the City right of way. The Ordinance Committee has met two if not three times and recommends the ordinance be adopted for its first reading.

Clinton Baze would still like to see the East side of Schuster Street be signed with a no parking sign from 2 a.m. to 5 a.m. This will eliminate the problem we have with parking on the City right of way. Just two weeks ago Clinton checked and there were several cars, trailers, and trucks that have not been licensed as far back as 2008.

A motion by Council Member Mike Montanye, seconded by Council Member Joe Abbott, to accept the proposal for revising chapters 10.04, 10.08, 10.12, 10.16, and 10.28 for its first reading.

AYES:
  


Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Tom Cuff


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Mike Montanye


Council Member Clint Baze

NAYS:  


None.

MOTION Carried Unanimously 6-0

The Ordinance Committee will meet next Monday, September 14th at 6:00 p.m.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Jerry Ream, 802 E Court comments that he has been sitting here listening to all of this, talking about cars parked on the street. What needs to be done is the Police Department needs to be dealing with this issue instead of a Code Enforcement Officer. People are not afraid of the Code Enforcement. The Chief is the one that needs to be out there, in a uniform, telling these people they can’t be parking on the street. If you want to clean this town up you have to depend on these guys in the black uniform to put the enforcement teeth in some of this stuff.

Ron Lightfoot, 627 E Broadway – Have you given any thought into what this town is going to look like when you start charging these water rates? Every lawn in town is going to go dry. If you want to attract new businesses, what are they going to think about all the dead lawns?

Arlene Larison, 510 Murdock Circle – I’ve just got this figured out, the more you use the less you pay and I ask what is the incentive for conservation?

REPORT OF OFFICERS AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR

City Administrator, Larry Bellamy – The primary focus at our last few Economic Development Committee meetings has been on the review of the Community Planning Assistance Program Report. This is a result of the community meeting held that was in April and we finally got the report sometime in late July or early August. We would like to set up another community meeting September 30th at the Grange Hall from 6 – 9 p.m. to present the report.

The audit has been done on our 2008 Annual Report. The Auditors indicated the audit went really well and appreciated the work that we did on the 2008 Annual Report. There were a couple of minor recommendations, one has already been resolved and the other can’t be resolved until the 2009 Annual Report.

The July Financial Reports are available and there is an attached chart on key issues for you review.

We have been made aware of a few grant programs that are available through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act administered by the Public Works Board. There is a very short turnaround and the application was postmarked on September 8, 2009.

Another grant we have recently been made aware of is an energy grant administered through the Department of Commerce. It is an energy efficiency and conservation block grant. The deadline for submittal is September 30, 2009.

We spoke with KVH last week to discuss their progress with the improvement at their parking lot. They have completed most of the work but are still working on other phases. They will give a report at the October 5, 2009 Council Meeting.

A motion by Council Member Mike Montanye, seconded by Council Member Joe Abbott, to adjourn the meeting.

AYES:
  


Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Tom Cuff


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Mike Montanye


Council Member Clint Baze

NAYS:  


None.

MOTION Carried Unanimously 6-0

With no further business before Council, the meeting was adjourned.

________________________________________________________________

Arletta Parton, Mayor




Date
________________________________________________________________

Connie Byers, Clerk-Treasurer



Date
