GOLDENDALE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING

May 4, 2009

7:00 PM

Mayor Arletta Parton called to order the regular meeting of the Goldendale City Council at 7:01:49 PM on Monday, May 4, 2009.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Roll Call 7:02:40 PM 

Council Members present: 


Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Tom Cuff


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Steve Johnston

Council Member Mike Montanye


Council Member Clint Baze


Mayor Arletta Parton

Staff Present:



City Administrator Larry Bellamy


Public Works Director Keith Grundei


Public Safety Director Rick Johnson


Community Development Asst. Cora Heid


Accounting Clerk II, Connie Byers
Absent:



Council Member Gary Hoctor

A motion  by Council Member Mike Montanye,  seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to excuse Gary Hoctor from council meeting.

AYES:
  


Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Tom Cuff


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye


Council Member Clint Baze

NAYS:  


None.

MOTION Carried Unanimously 6-0

PUBLIC HEARING
Continued Public Hearing for the Transportation Benefit District:
Councilman, Tom Cuff opened with a review and explanation for the Transportation Benefit District.  The purpose of the District is to maintain, preserve, construct or reconstruct existing street transportation infrastructure and other City street improvements.  Tom Cuff, reminded all in attendance that this is being brought up for public comment again, because the last two meetings did not result much public comment.  We are operating on a balanced budget and there is no extra money.  This is an option made available to us by the State Legislator to improve our streets.  At this time we will open the public hearing for any who would like to comment.
Ken McKune, 519 Broadway Street – I was wondering if fleets of vehicles, County PUD and City vehicles are paying fee?  Larry Bellamy, City Administrator, exempt vehicles are not required to pay the tax.  I’m not sure about PUD vehicles being exempt.  Mayor, you’ll need to take that up with PUD.   How about a flat fee for heavy vehicles?  Or how about a flat fee for everybody in the 98620 zip code?  Tom, we do not have the power to set the tax up that way.  The State Legislator mandates how cities may proceed. 
Ron Lightfoot, 627 East Broadway – For the last two years we talked about asphalt. The City wants to make a retired community out of Goldendale.  Well you’ve done it.  We live on fixed incomes.  This tax is wrong.  If this was countywide, I wouldn’t have a problem with it.  I’m against this.

Cal Bennett, 714 E. Court -  City collects money for road maintenance and it goes into specific fund.  Are there other sources of revenue for this type of repair?  Is this going to the same fund?  Larry Bellamy, yes it would.  I think this is an unfair tax.  The citizens do not have a vote that can stop you from doing this.  We do have a vote to keep you in your chair though.  We have to have road repair, my street is terrible.  Why don’t we let the voters decide how to come up with an idea?  Give us some options.
Mary Jean Lord, 320 West Main – We do need to repair our streets.  I am very appreciative for the streets that are repaired.  The legislator has given us this choice and I agree that we should use it to get our streets improved.

Isaac Carmickle, 927 North Grant – I would like an accounting of what money has come in for street repair and how it was spent.  Please provide that information.  A motorcycle, does no damage to a city street, it doesn’t weight enough.  The motorcycle trailer needs explanation.  When will it be convenient to pickup road repair tax?  Larry Bellamy, explained that all you need to do in come into City Hall and fill out a public disclosure request, which gives the city 5 days to respond to your request.  

Joyce McKay, 712 Cedar Valley Road – I do not live in the city, but own a small store in town.  I see loaded logging trucks going down Columbus Avenue, which create pot holes and other road damage.  Are they going to be taxed?  Tom, only if they live within city limits.  Is this collecting money for streets only?  Yes, per Tom Cuff.
Ina Marvel, 528 East Allyn – This is too much power for the city council to vote and the people not being able to vote.  I don’t think I like that.  Mayor, Arletta Parton commented that there is an option to have the people vote, but it’s up to the state for people to vote.  

Dennis Blomquist, 840 Maple Drive – Is there a limit on how many vehicles?  This type of fee should be based on mileage possibly?  The Dalles, Oregon, has a tax based on mileage?  Then even people coming through the city will have to pay, because they use the fuel.  Tom Cuff, we have looked at alternatives, but we feel this is the fairest way.  If you live in the city limits and license vehicles the way you are suppose to, I believe it is fair.  Dennis, I think a fuel tax would be better.  The people who use the roads most will pay more or their fair share.  Tom Cuff, people gas up where it’s cheaper such as Biggs, The Dalles, Oregon.
Randall Jones, 315 East Broadway – This is the first I’ve heard of this tax.  I don’t think it’s fair to shove it down our throats without a vote.  We should be cleaning up our city.  We need to clean up our own city and stop charging our own people.  If we clean things up we would have a little bit of money. 
Jerry Ream, 802 East Court – I’m retired.  This tax will collect about $60,000 a year and is not going to do anything.  Portland, Oregon is eliminating services.  People want to live out of town and get the benefits of town.  There are more people in city employment now than ever before.  We have nine police officers.  They all take cars home.  They are on call all the time.  I don’t think we need a police dog, which cost $10,000.  We need to cut back, we don’t need to keep adding people.  I’m retired.  You are eating away at my retirement and I don’t like it.  Look at our wages.  There is only one fair tax, sales tax.  I have two vehicles.  The $20 bucks means nothing, it’s the way we are going about it.  How many are on the street department now, 5 or 4?  The city needs to get an efficiency person to observe the city and get rid of those that don’t work.
Pat Conger, 320 East Main -  I am a walker.  Why should I have to pay a tax?  For a car we hardly use?  Too many people come from the county and they don’t have to pay.

Joyce McKay, 712 Cedar Valley Road – I come into town everyday.  I don’t want to pay the tax, but it only seems fair for me to do that.  I think there should be some consideration for that.  

Tom Cuff, we realize Joyce that it is a problem with county and city people using each others roads.  The whole idea is to raise some money that we the city can leverage to get some of the city’s non-arterial streets fix.

Joyce McKay, charge the county.  Joe Abbott, we cannot charge county without losing money.  

Andrew Christian, 236 Old Stage Road – The grant the city received recently, has that altered your road plans at all?  Have you looked at anything less than $20?
Tom Cuff, the grant did not come in until after considering this $20 tax.  The grant doesn’t even cover the whole project it is intended for.
Larry Bellamy, the grant is going to be used toward a project that costs about 2.4 million dollars.  The project includes; new water lines, sewer lines, re-construction of roads, and the addition of curbs, gutters, storm drainage and sidewalks.  The money to pay for this project is from the current ongoing water project, 1 million dollars through grant money, and other variety of sources such as, 60% of ½ cent sales tax, real estate excise tax portion from the sale of Puget Sound Energy ($300,000) set aside for this use, General Obligation Bond which at this time is a half million dollars. 

Jerry Ream – I think we ought to look at a sales tax.  I would go for a sales tax.  

Cal Bennett – I am in agreement with buying locally and would favor a sales tax.

Bob Butler, I live in the county – We are not allowed to put on a gas tax?  I’ve ran tanker for years.  Tanker trucks come into the city 3 to 4 times a week.  If you go up 1 cent per gallon for gas tax you will collect what you need to repair roads.  Gas tax seems to be a fair way to do it.  Everyone would be paying not just town’s people.  You would make twice the dollar with gas tax.
Clint Baze – reminded everyone that is why the City Council felt it was important to continue with this topic and give people an opportunity to comment.  Thank you for your comments and ideas.
Public Hearing Closed.7:53:51 PM 
AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA  7:54:03 PM 

A motion by Council Member Mike Montanye, seconded by Council Member Joe Abbott, to approve Agenda and Consent Agenda.  The Consent Agenda consisting of the minutes for the Regular Council Meeting on April 20, 2009, and claims warrants #27443 – 27501 in the amount of $68,813.48, and payroll warrants #29021 – 29068 in the amount of $62,223.36, for payroll dated 04/15/09.
PRESENTATION 

Tourism and CAP Update 

Len Crawford, Chamber of Commerce President, presented tourism update with a handout provided to city council.  Len reported on the very successful first annual Home & Garden Show held at the fairgrounds.  The Chamber had three main goals: 
1. Help exhibitors be successful

2. Achieve self sustaining event

3. Have attendance of at least 5,000
Vendors were surveyed after the event and reported having a very good experience and requested to be part of next year’s event.  The event produced $7,000 in revenues with $1,000 net profit.  The Chamber estimated 1,000 people for attendance, but they believe actual was between 2,500 to 3,000 people.
Bluegrass May 29 & 30th.  The Chamber really appreciates the fact the gazebo is being fixed up.

Len also reported the success of the Community Forum at the Community Planning Assistance workshop held Saturday, April 25 at the American Legion with the Washington Department of Transportation.  We are now just waiting for action report from the State.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
8:03:57 PM
POLICE DEPT – Police Chief, Rick Johnson – reported three auto thefts, two resulted in pursuits, one crashed going towards Biggs and hit a barrier.  The person was arrested on several charges.  
FIRE DEPT – Safety Director, Rick Johnson reported that the Turn-Out Gear should be ordered next week.  One negative in the fire department; volunteers have gone down.  We are down about 20 volunteers at this time.  You do not need to live in the city to be a volunteer.  We are thinking about putting out a press release to advertise more for more volunteers.  The fire department purchased a vehicle kick-up for our air-van.  
PUBLIC WORKS -  Public Works Director, Keith Grundei reported the city’s brush pick-up today covered 24 pickup sites as part of the City’s Clean-up Day.  
The current East Central Neighborhood Project now includes expansion of the entire right–of-way, which includes sidewalks.  The city has entered into an agreement with  Plato Archeological Investigations for $2,800 to amend current survey and then to include the entire right-of-way.  May need a new monitoring plan, but it’s required.  
Ekone Park Gazebo, McClellan’s Construction took off railings and removed the floor to find that the original floor joists would require total replacement.  
City Hall and the Fire Department Flag Illumination request went to the Board of Adjustment, which voted not to up-light either flag pole.  The existing minimal lighting of the flag pole is on going 24-7.  Our options are to (1)not do anything, (2)raise and lower the flag each day, or (3)we can mount a light at top of the flag pole, which would be the least favorable, because of the Goldendale winds.  The city would be reluctant to put a 40 pound light at the top of the flag pole.  This type of down lighting would estimate to cost $1,000-$1,500 per site.  The City took Public comment on this item:
Evan Shipman, 211 East 21st – Evan does agree with the denial from the Board of Adjustment.  Wanted to share about how man visitors come to the observatory and its effect on the city.  
Bob Yoesle, 355 Tamerack – Bob reported on existing light of the city.  I am glad with the Board of Adjustment’s vote.  Bob feels there is still too much increased light in and around the City of Goldendale.  There is too much unshielded lighting that should be enforced by the City’s lighting ordinances.  Bob shared informative handouts regarding light.  Bob stressed that good lighting is good business.  Bob would like the City to consider bad lighting and its inefficiency.  
Larry Bellamy, explained to the people in attendance the background of the Board of Adjustments vote to deny the up lighting of the flags located at city hall and the fire department.  

Council Member, Steve Johnston commented how he was fully aware of the lighting pollution living on Observatory Hill.  The new Glover cul-de-sac is bad for lighting pollution and he would like to see the city take responsibility for it.  Keith reported that he has talked with the PUD about changing out some of those lights, with the PUD not responding.  Steve Johnston would like to see us deal with one light at a time and try and get rid of the bad lighting in the city.  There was comments made that some PUD lighting is grandfathered in because it is considered pre-existing lights.  It is agreed that the Observatory is a large asset to Goldendale. 

Judy Thomas, 605 Cedar Valley Road – The county planning department approved her building plans including the lighting.  Her experience is that they (county) are not observing the lighting.  

Evan Shipman, 211 East 21st  PUD did fix the street light in front of his house after requesting.  We’d like to see PUD change out all old lights.  There is a brand new light installed downtown that is creating light pollution.
After public and council comments no new direction was given by the city council for the flag poles located at city hall or fire department.  
COUNCIL BUSINESS:
G1.  Notice of Intent to Annex Puget Sound Energy (PSE) 

Larry Bellamy, City Administrator explained Puget Sound Energy (PSE) has submitted a Notice of Intent to Commence Annexation Proceedings (NICAP) for real property lying outside of, but contiguous to, the boundaries of the city of Goldendale.  The property to be annexed is 141.5 acres in and around the Energy Plant at Industrial Way.  

A motion  by Council Member Joe Abbott,  seconded by Council Member Mike Montanye, to set a date for a meeting with the petitioners for June 15, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the Notice Of Intent To Commence Annexation Proceedings by Puget Sound Energy (PSE) to determine whether the city will accept the proposed annexation, adoption of zoning regulations and assume city indebtedness.

8:26:28 PM 

AYES:
  


Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Tom Cuff


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye


Council Member Clint Baze

NAYS:  


None.

MOTION Carried Unanimously 6-0

G2.  Economic Development Loan Request – Woody Lovelace  

Woody Lovelace, former owner and operator of Elwood’s Meats is requesting an Economic Development Loan from the City of Goldendale to re-open Elwood’s Meats at the former location on East Broadway.  An application for funds was reviewed by the Economic Development Loan Committee on the April 20, 2009.  After reviewing all the documentation provided by Mr. Lovelace, the Loan Committee unanimously agreed to recommend loaning Mr. Lovelace $30,000 from the Economic Development Fund for start up monies, primarily for building renovation and the purchase of inventory.   

A motion  by Council Member Mike Montanye,  seconded by Council Member Joe Abbott, to authorize the Mayor to execute a business development loan agreement with Woody Lovelace to re-open Elwood’s Meats, in an amount not to exceed $30,000.
8:29:45 PM 

AYES:
  


Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Tom Cuff


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye


Council Member Clint Baze

NAYS:  


None.

MOTION Carried Unanimously 6-0

G3. East Central Neighborhood Improvement Project Contract with Pioneer Surveying and Engineering 

On March 4, 2008 the City entered into a Professional Service/Consultant Agreement with Pioneer Surveying and Engineering as Consultant to the City of Goldendale for the 2009 Water Improvement Project.  An Amendment to the original Agreement has been drafted to include the East Central Neighborhood Improvement Project.  
A motion  by Council Member Steve Johnston,  seconded by Council Member Joe Abbott, to authorize the Mayor to execute the amendment to the professional services/consultant agreement between Pioneer Surveying and Engineering and the City of Goldendale, which will include the East Central Neighborhood Improvement Project, and not to exceed the sum of $210,174.
8:31:40 PM 

AYES:
  


Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Tom Cuff


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye


Council Member Clint Baze

NAYS:  


None.

MOTION Carried Unanimously 6-0
RESOLUTION
H1.  Water Use Efficiency Guidelines
A motion  by Council Member Mike Montanye,  seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to adopt Resolution No. 538 establishing water use efficiency goals and measures.
8:32:43 PM 

AYES:
  


Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Tom Cuff


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye


Council Member Clint Baze

NAYS:  


None.

MOTION Carried Unanimously 6-0

ORDINANCES
I1.  Interim Financing for the 2009 Water Improvement Project

Ordinance required for authorizing the City of Goldendale to issue a bond anticipation note (non-revolving line of credit) with Cashmere Valley Bank in the principal amount of not to exceed $2,000,000, pending the issuance of a long-term water improvement revenue bond.
A motion  by Council Member Joe Abbott,  seconded by Council Member Mike Montanye, to adopt Ordinance No. 1386 authorizing the issuance of a Bond Anticipation Note in the principal amount of not to exceed $2,000,000 and waiving the second reading.
8:34:17 PM 

AYES:
  


Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Tom Cuff


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye


Council Member Clint Baze

NAYS:  


None.

MOTION Carried Unanimously 6-0

REPORT OF COUNCIL AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR:
Joe Abbott, Is Saturday’s meeting still on?  Larry Bellamy, yes 8:30 a.m. in the County Commissioner’s meeting room for interviews, at 9 a.m., 10 a.m., and 11 a.m.  Lunch will be brought in and we will discuss applicants and make recommendation to Mayor.

Mike Montanye, why at the courthouse?  Larry Bellamy, they have two separate conference rooms and there will be no charge.

Steve Johnston, we need to allocate some time for further discussion for direction on this transportation tax?  Maybe a workshop? 

Mike Montanye, or discuss other funding avenues.

Larry Bellamy, one option for revenue collection by the TBD is a .2% increase in the sales tax.  This must be approved by the voters.  To hold a vote during a normal election period the cost is a lot less versus special election.  8:39:03 PM 

Steve Johnston, can we re-instate the allocation of the ½ cent tax in the budget?  We were doing that before. Larry, we’ll have to do that at budget time.

Larry Bellamy, will contact AWC and have more information regarding additional tax on sales or on gas sales at the next council meeting.
Clint n/a

Mike n/a

Mable n/a

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
Larry Bellamy, reminded Joe Abbott, Clint Baze and Mike Montanye to meet Saturday morning for clerk/treasurer interviews at 8:30 a.m. to prepare for the interview process.  We will contact you later this week to give the interview order and have materials for you at that time.

Art Conger, 320 East Main – All these suggestions make for a win, win situation when you get citizens to cooperate.  Encourage citizen for volunteer compliance one business at a time.  Goldendale needs there streets cleaned and fixed and should collect tax to get it done.

Woody Lovelace – Thank you for the economic development loan approval.  My wife and I travel to Bend and Portland, Oregon and are always glad to return to Goldendale and I think your doing a great job.
Larry Bellamy, it was mentioned that nothing gets done; I just want to reflect on that a moment, because at the community planning meeting we had April 25; one of the things we talked about was the success of the community action planning process and different projects we have been able to bring to the City of Goldendale.  I know sometimes that some of these projects are done… like our waterline project, we are going to complete $2 million dollars worth of waterline work and I know you are going to notice the crews while they are out there working on the project in front of your business or home, but two years from now you probably won’t remember that there was a waterline replaced under those streets.  Accomplishments from those action planning conferences is remarkable.  After reviewing the past 14 years of budget, the city has completed over 30 million dollars of projects within our community.  That is over and above the everyday ongoing operations and maintenance.  The whole community should get credit, because there are lots of people who are very supportive of those projects.  We have a lot more to accomplish and more improvements to be done.  It is important I give council a copy of this report.  I will put a copy of this report in each council member’s box.
Isaac Carmickle, 927 N Grant – commended council members for alternative ideas for the community transportation tax.  I appreciate you looking at alternatives
ADJOURNAMENT  8:53:53 PM 
A motion  by Council Member Mike Montanye,  seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to adjourn.
NEXT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE ON MONDAY, MAY 18, 2009 AT 7:00 PM.
_________________________________________________________________________

Mayor Arletta Parton








Date

__________________________________________________________________________

Community Development Assistant, Cora Heid




Date
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