CITY OF GOLDENDALE

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

February 17, 2009

The regular session of the Goldendale City Council was called to order by Mayor Pro-tem Gary Hoctor.  

Mayor Parton was absent due to illness

ROLL CALL
7:00:04 PM 
Council Members present:

Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Tom Cuff


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Gary Hoctor


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye

Staff Present:



City Administrator Larry Bellamy


Public Works Director Keith Grundei


Public Safety Director Rick Johnson


City Clerk Tracy Hansen

Absent:
None
CONSENT AGENDA:
A motion  by Council Member Montanye,  seconded by Council Member Johnston, to approve the consent agenda with the exception of warrant number 27226 to Wheelers Communication.  This warrant is to be pulled as the contract with Wheelers Communication was terminated
7:06:16 PM 
AYES:
  


Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Tom Cuff


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye.

NAYS:  
None.

MOTION Carried Unanimously 5-0
DEPARTMENT REPORTS:


PWD Keith Grundei reviewed the bid schedule on the 2009 Water Project.  On March 3rd at 2:00 p.m. the bid opening will take place.  A large bid selection is expected.  An open house is scheduled to allow the community an opportunity to appear and ask questions and view information on the Water Project.
Rural Development has made the City aware of monies available via the stimulus bill.  If the City wishes to qualify the projects need to be “shovel” ready.  He noted that the monies would be available in the form of loans.  It was suggested we try to qualify for grants rather than loans but time will tell.


PSD Rick Johnson  There have been approximately 350 cases for month, up approx 40 from last year.  The City has met with Adult Probation on home monitoring.  There will be a meeting with City Attorney tomorrow to conclude the process and determine where to go from here.  The police and probation are excited about proposal to use services.  Cost savings is substantial vs current daily charge of jail facility.  Will keep Council informed at the next meeting
Submitted grant for auto theft that is multi-jurisdictional for Bingen/White Salmon/Goldendale – This grant would address the needs for mobile database, which is a method of doing everything (tickets, etc) from the police unit.  Canine replacement is needed.  Appropriation was made in the 2009 budget and is from drug seizure monies.  Lt. Bartkowski checked out a dog in Monroe, the animal is well trained but there is still background to complete on the dog and if we purchase it then there is still work with handler needed.  The expense will be in next couple of months, but Council will be kept apprised.

Fire Department   Next Tuesday the Chief will go to Selah to a workshop on grants.  There have been some grant applications made already for equipment and radio replacement.  
COUNCIL BUSINESS:

City Administrator Larry Bellamy spoke on the process to select a candidate to fill the Council position vacated by Jerry Balcom.  The candidates that submitted a letter of interest will be interviewed in the order their letter was received.  All 4 candidates will be asked the same questions.  Below, in order of appearance, is the name of the candidate and his response to the question asked.  


Len Crawford 
1
Community schools, numerous courses, no degree…Currently a Sales Assoc. with Coldwell Banker…Fleet Sales Manager…Owner of feed and farm business…worked for yellow freight;
2
Over past 2 years city council with desire to improve Goldendale, on verge of impact of growth, be a part of growth and manage appropriately—growth and progress can be managed and addressed, need for flexibility because of future endeavors based on needs of community;
3
Water System/Budget Issue – repair and maintain streets & sidewalks/budgetary issue – fill industrial park with business with family wage jobs/ clean up City – transparency the more people know the easier to get work done and get cooperation;
4
Involvement with EDC, chamber position holder, citizen task force on comp plan, WSU for downtown renovation-lot of insight and knowledgeable input on Council decisions—good understanding that before make a decision by getting facts must be betterment of entire community, not just special interest;
5
What one thing would you change?  Put more emphasis on Economic Development on community so it is done properly, good growth plan;
6
growth should come from within community, before growth find out what community wants and proceed..good growth plan is great but must work from within City.  Failed planning has taken some city’s in the wrong way…remain flexible while leaving time to react to change;
7
City has an existing priority that appears to be working—various meetings have presented a good grasp on the direction we are going.
Follow-up question - Mike Montanye-asked if there would be any conflict of working with Kelly Shea on the industrial park property.  Mr. Crawford noted there is no conflict because there is no financial agreement that involves him in any way on the sale.

Clinton Baze

1
Graduated in Ilwaco, small courses in community school, construction most of life, volunteer firemen, first responder, EMT, moved in 1997 to Goldendale worked for County Engineer, road inspection, Taylor Engineering, have own contractor company – Bubbas Buggy Bath, works community events at no charge;
2
We live in a great community, still a place to walk to school – law enforcement has done well with safety, good school system would like to be a bigger part of the community to keep it that way;
3
Improvement of streets-- Police Department needs backing due to current times/more involved with public itself… hear a lot of radio talk but better informed more mingling maybe better perception of the City as a whole;
4
I’m level headed, have well rounded knowledge, interest in government – not one to fly off handle, sit back and take in facts before making decisions, fairly reserved – good standing with citizens in Goldendale;
5
What one thing would you change? Making the curbing and sidewalks look good for an event then come along sweep or remove paint because of road work;  Maybe work on that timing;
6
We need to be open to different businesses and events, open to new ideas, promote tourism on different levels figure out a better way to bring industrial park business, make it more attractive as an offering and promote our people;
7
Headed in right direction, just continue on our path, more grants, try to gain more support throughout the town.

Terry Campbell

1
Began and am still here, mechanic school, auto parts with Napa and will probably be there until he dies.  Events in Goldendale, car shows, Golden Nights MC club, Goldendale Motor Sports Assoc, retired fire dept member after 31 years, involved in something for good or betterment of Goldendale;
2
Council is the force of what happens, enough knowledge to be an positive person;
3
Clean up city/firmer ordinances---Economic Development Committee/we need industry and business---Events/Goldendale in prime shape to bring in events---you never know when someone coming would choose Goldendale for relocation;
4
Willingness to improve Goldendale, listen to problem or issue make decision based on facts;
5
What one thing Change? Economic growth, increase population, make us prosperous again;
6
On the track with events, industrial park is prime property, do what it takes to bring industry to the area;
7
City on the right track, city working hard on selling industrial park, just would like to see it go faster see it happen and be a part of it.


Jerry Ream

1
35 years ago moved here, 72 years old and 23 yrs with WSDOT, 10 yrs City of Union Gap from bottom to Chief, new regime ended police career – on Council in 1990’s…not much interest until a change of leadership…didn’t respect Police Chief, didn’t respect the city leader or Mayor, very outspoken do understand how a City operates and how things should run and be achieved, understand streets and water, the construction process and would be an asset to the city – should get involved to try and help reason for applying—Chair of County Civil Service---married 48 years….believes he has the best looking place in town, more improvement needs to take place in Goldendale and he would like to be a part of it;
2
Due to experience would be an assistance to the city.  Short term before and would like to use different perspective to accomplish what the city needs to do;
3
Cleanup city/Police involved should be involved in process if necessary---Streets/money is issue but we need to find a way---Police and Fire getting more involved with the public…Police should be more friendly to people;
4
Experience, I understand the way to run the town and the operation of City processes, recognize we can’t do it all but select projects and do one block at a time, do best to improve town;
5
What one thing change? Fix the streets

6
Do some things right in town, but don’t want believe County should have say if someone to chooses to live in County..there are benefits of being in town and it comes with a cost;
7
The city is doing some great things, kids are the things we need to do more on behalf of because they are our future.  Kids on our side it would make the Chiefs’ job is a lot easier.
Upon conclusion of the interviews, Council voted for two candidates.  Clint Baze and Terry Campbell had top 2 vote selection.  The Council then cast one vote for their selection between the top 2 candidates, and Clint Baze received 3 votes and Terry Campbell received 2.  Clint Baze was then asked to take the vacant position.  Mr. Baze will be sworn in at the March 2, 2009 meeting.
8:22:38 PM 
A motion  by Council Member Mike Montanye,  seconded by Council Member Steve Johnston, to approve Clint Baze as Council member filling the position vacated by former Councilmember Jerry Balcom.
8:23:14 PM 
AYES:
  


Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Tom Cuff


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye.

NAYS:  
None.
MOTION Carried Unanimously 5-0
RESOLUTIONS:

Chief Johnson discussed the need to adopt job descriptions for the Police Department, noting that
currently no job descriptions are on file that have been approved by Resolution for the positions active in the department.   It was noted that the description for Lieutenant seems somewhat overloaded and that the position is handling duties that should be those of the Chief.  Chief Johnson stated that it is his duty to train those in his department to be able to step into any position that might be needed or next in their advancement.  Just because each description speaks to duties that are currently handled by another does not mean they should not know and be aware of what those duties might be.

In the description for Lieutenant is was requested that page 3 be changed to note “Acting Chief.”  It 
was also noted that our Ordinance does not allow for Sergeant.  There is allocation or compensation for

that title therefore, our Ordinance will need to be changed first.  Upon further discussion is was
determined to table this issue until next meeting and make changes and present descriptions again.

A motion  by Council Member  Johnston,  seconded by Council Member Cuff, to table approval of job descriptions until changes can be made, and ordinances updated.

AYES:
  


Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Tom Cuff


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye.

NAYS:  
None.

MOTION Carried Unanimously 5-0
REPORT OF OFFICERS AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR:
Councilmember Cuff   – state is saying they want to close DMV one day a week, we need to protest this attempt.  The Council needs to issue a statement against closure.  Also, Brooks Park is reported to be on the closing list as well.  This is ridiculous to close these two, long time community businesses when our small town is already having such struggles.  Mr. Cuff requested an update and letter by the next Council meeting addressing these issues with our representatives.
Councilmember Johnston -- Why isn’t the building department giving reports on progress, both building

 and code enforcement?  It is well known we have requested monthly updates.
City Administrator Larry Bellamy Mr. Bellamy noted he have monthly updates on the building

department at future Council meetings.  Mr. Bellamy also presented a memo on other activities the City

has been involved with.
8:58:19 PM 

A motion  by Council Member Montanye,  seconded by Council Member Johnston, to continue the meeting past 9:00 p.m. 
AYES:
  


Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Tom Cuff


Council Member Mable Eaton

Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye.

NAYS:  
None.
MOTION Carried Unanimously 5-0
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Irlene Sullivan – Saturday Market - 1/15/09 met with Larry, Keith, Chief, and the Mayor to discuss

moving the market to Main Street.  They are looking for permanent home and to become what a 
Saturday market should be.   Irlene requested a collective decision from Council that would allow the

East end of main st. to be used.  She noted she has talked to folks on east end, they are all in favor.

However, the general store is a split decision.  Thursday evening there is a meeting to make a final

decision and Irlene would like to be able to present the Council concurrence as encouragement to

have this location move take place.  Irlene also asked about PUD and Signage for the Saturday event.
She requested assurance in additional funds to increase signage and bring people off highway and that the electricity provision by PUD be handled by the City.
Jerry Ream – Goldendale Requested the City fix the street for 802 E Court…where waterline was laid

The gravel is gone and mud is making a sinking mess.

9:26:51 PM 

A motion  by Council Member Johnston,  seconded by Council Member  Abbott, to adjourn to executive session for a time not to exceed 30 minutes for the purposes of discussion on a personall issue.   Motion Passed Unanimously.
9:57:01 PM 
Convene from executive personnel issues with no decisions made and no motions taken.
A motion  by Council Member Johnston,  seconded by Council Member Abbott, to revisit item H1 in Council Business; further, to proceed and accept the job descriptions of Administrative Assistant/Records Clerk, Police Officer, and Police Lieutenant.  In the job description for Lieutenant it was requested to change the duties to include the words “Acting Chief.”

AYES:
  


Council Member Joe Abbott


Council Member Tom Cuff


Council Member Mable Eaton


Council Member Steve Johnston


Council Member Mike Montanye.

NAYS:  
None.
MOTION Carried Unanimously 5-0

With no further business before Council, meeting was adjourned.




_____________________________________




Gary Hoctor, Mayor Pro-tem

______________________________

Tracy Hansen, Clerk Treasurer

