CITY OF GOLDENDALE

GOLDENDALE, WASHINTON 

 COUNCIL MEETING

January 5, 2009
Mayor Arletta Parton called the regular session of the Goldendale City Council to order on Monday, January 5, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL
Mayor:

Arletta Parton

Councilmembers Present:


Joe Abbott

Steve Johnston


Tom Cuff

Mike Montanye


Mable Eaton

Gary Hoctor

Staff Present:


Keith Grundei, Public Works Director


Rick Johnson, Public Safety Director


Larry Bellamy, City Administrator


Connie Byers, Accounting Clerk II

CONSENT AGENDA
A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Hoctor to approve the consent agenda consisting of the Minutes of the regular Council Meeting of December 1, 2008,the  Minutes of the regular Council Meeting of December 15, 2008, the claims warrants #27024 - 27076 in the amount of $277,837.20 and payroll warrants #28565 - 28624 in the amount of $73,316.96 for payroll dated 12/15/08; With correction to the December 15, 2008 minutes under Council Business, Dispatch/Communication Agreement. The motion was made by Councilmember Hoctor, seconded by Councilmember Johnston. Motion Carried Unanimously.

PRESENTATIONS

Naomi Fisher, librarian for the local Goldendale Library announced that the Fort Vancouver Regional Library District had a budget deficit projection of 2 million dollars on an 18 million dollar budget. For the Goldendale Library it means reduced hours are required for personnel and for the first time since 1973 the Library will not be open 6 days a week. The new hours starting February 1, 2009 will be Tuesday – Saturday from 10:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. The Fort Vancouver Regional Library has over 700,000 items, of which 40,000 items are in our local library. In 2008 and 2007 the library had over 60,000 visits.  
DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Rick Johnson, Public Safety Director said the Holiday Season was pretty quiet. They had 8 suspicious noise complaints all in all not to bad for New Year’s Eve. Through a Law Enforcement Grant Program Rick plans on using $14,000 to upgrade the radio system. Rick is hoping to have Marty Hudson report on the Fire Department at the next meeting, training permitted. On Thursday the 8th we will be going for an EDA Grant to cover costs of replacement turnout gear. On a personnel note, Patty Cooper submitted her notice of retirement and her last day was New Year’s Eve. A retirement roasting party is planned sometime in January. Patty has been in law enforcement service for 39 years. 

Keith Grundei, PWD spoke on the Eastside Water Project final cost comparison. The project was on time and under budget. Pioneer Engineering is still an estimated amount but we feel it will be close. One plow is out of action, and one of the 5 yarders has a brake problem & cracked cylinder. We are hoping to have the parts by Friday. Keith has been working on the water rates and is requesting the water committee to meet the week of the 26th to go over the prepared spreadsheets.  
COUNCIL BUSINESS

Contract for Tourism Services
Larry Bellamy introduced the subject matter. Over the last few months we have been working on the Agreement for Tourism and Promotional Services. Council had a meeting late last year to enter into negotiations for an agreement with the Goldendale Chamber of Commerce. We have negotiated that agreement and it is now before you for consideration. 
Len Crawford thanked the City for this opportunity. We think we can do a good job for you. One of the things addressed in the contract was the insurance binder for liability. The contract called for 1 million dollars of insurance. The Board of Directors has increased that to 5 million dollars. An Events Oversight Committee has been created to oversee the events. A meeting is planned in January with the City and the groups that are going to sponsor the events. When all is put together we will come back to the City with a month to month outline. We have also enlisted the help of Carole Garner, who has a tremendous background in tourism and events planning. Investigation shows that there are over 70 events that happen in this community. The Chamber is going to sponsor what we are calling “Signature Events”. These will include: The Home and Garden Show, Bluegrass & Wine Festival, 13 Mile Yard Sales, Goldendale Energy Expo, Community Days, Mounted Shooters, Klickitat County Fair, and Festival of Wheels.

A motion by Councilmember Abbott, seconded by Councilmember Montanye to authorize the Mayor to execute the contract with Goldendale Chamber of Commerce for tourism services for 2009, in the amount of $45,000.  Motion Carried Unanimously.

City Civil Attorney New Fee Agreement
 
Larry stated the existing agreement with Menke Jackson Beyer Ehlis & Harper, LLP as been in effect since March of 2006. They have requested to increase the rate to $175.00 per hour. We appreciate their work and recommend the Council authorize this fee agreement.
A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Johnston to authorize the Mayor to approve the new fee agreement with Menke Jackson Beyer Ehlis & Harper, LLP for City Civil Attorney Services effective February 1, 2009 Motion Carried Unanimously.


Animal Control Agreement with Klickitat County

The City of Goldendale wishes to continue the Interlocal Agreement for Animal Control between Klickitat County and City of Goldendale for 2009.

A motion by Councilmember Hoctor, seconded by Councilmember Montanye to continue the Interlocal Agreement for Animal Control Services for Klickitat County for Calendar Year 2009.  Motion Carried Unanimously.


SnoTel Site Easement

The SnoTel Site is already in place. The easement request will allow the site to be used for that purpose and also allows Klickitat County Department of Natural Resources to access that site. 

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Johnston to authorize the Mayor to execute the contract with Klickitat County Department of Natural Resources for the SnoTel Site Easement. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Klickitat County Board of Health City Appointed Member

A letter from Kevin Berry, Director of Klickitat County Board of Health informed us that the City Board Member term ended in 2008. There was discussion regarding the function of this board. The Mayor was requested to ask Mr. Berry to attend the next Council Meeting.
A motion by Councilmember Hoctor, seconded by Councilmember Montanye to table this until the next Council Meeting. Motion Carried Unanimously.
ORDINANCES

Utility Rate Reduction Income Limit Increase
A motion by Councilmember Hoctor, seconded by Councilmember Montanye I move to adopt Ordinance No. 1382 amending section 13.05.050 utility rate reduction of the Goldendale Municipal Code and waiving the second reading. Motion Carried Unanimously.

REPORT OF OFFICERS AND ADMINISTRATOR
Councilmember Abbott heard on the radio that Hood River is preparing projects for the economic stimulus package that may be coming and is wondering if the City has any projects lined up. Keith has been working on this.
Councilmember Montanye has had several nice comments on how well we have done on our streets during the storm. The Public Works Department should be commended for their fine work. Keith will pass that on to the crew.

Larry Bellamy reported that a proposal was sent to Yeadon Fabric Domes, LLC and a counter proposal has been returned. The Negotiating Team would like to present this to the Pool Committee for their consideration. After discussion it was determined that January 12th at 5:00 would be a good time as there is a Code Enforcement meeting following at 6:00. We also need to start advertising for the vacant Council Position. After discussion, it was determined the ad will appear on Thursday January 15th and 22nd with deadline for letters of interest to be submitted by the end of the month. The interview meeting with the City Council will be on Tuesday February 17th as Monday is Presidents’ Day.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Pat Conger, I am a person who walks, I do not drive, and I am concerned about the hazardous conditions of the sidewalks. I saw six people fall today because owners are not shoveling the snow in front of homes and businesses. I would like to see the City do something about this. Council agreed and understands that there is definitely a problem. Naomi Fisher suggested using a work crew possibly from the jail or Adult Probation. Giving tickets, adding to Code Enforcement and other things were discussed. The Mayor thanked Pat for bringing this to their attention and they will keep looking into the matter.
With no further business before Council, meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.








__________________________








Mayor Arletta Parton

_______________________________

Connie Byers, Accounting Clerk II

in absence of Tracy Hansen, City Clerk
