CITY OF GOLDENDALE

GOLDENDALE, WASHINGTON

REGULAR MEETING

June 18, 2007
The regular session the Goldendale City Council was called to order by Mayor Mark Sigfrinius on Monday, June 4, 2007 at 7:00 PM in Council Chambers.

CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL:

MAYOR:


Mark Sigfrinius
COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:


Mike Montanye

Joe Abbott

Gary Hoctor

Mable Eaton


Jerry Balcom
STAFF PRESENT:

Larry Bellamy, City Administrator
Tracy Hansen, City Clerk
Rick Johnson, Chief GPD
Dave Griffin, PWD

Howard Scartozzi, Chief GFD

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Hoctor to excuse Councilmember Cuff as he is out of town and Councilmember Johnston as he is ill.  Motion Carried Unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING:

Urban Growth Boundary

City Administrator Larry Bellamy introduced Cal Jordan who has been hired to review and consult with the City of Goldendale on the Urban Growth Boundary changes that are being considered.

Mr. Jordan presented survey information on the community, maps of the proposed boundary area, and a draft proposal of the Critical Areas Ordinance.  There were many questions and comments from the public on the issue.  Mr. Jordan made it clear this is all still in the planning stages and City Hall would still like to hear comments from the public as well as any ideas about the Critical Areas and Urban Growth Boundary.

The public hearing closed at 7:43 p.m.

AGENDA AMENDMENT:
A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Balcom to amend the agenda to include the Goldendale Jaycees request under Council Business.  Motion Carried Unanimously.
CONSENT AGENDA:

A motion by Councilmember Montanye, seconded by Councilmember Hoctor to approve the consent agenda consisting of the minutes for June 4, 2007 and, Claims Warrants #25122-25177 in the amount of $354,449.56, and Payroll Warrants #26489-26538 in the amount of $90,689.27 for payroll ending May 31, 2007.   Motion Carried Unanimously.
DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Howard Scartozzi, Chief GFD reviewed with Council recent activities of the Goldendale Fire Department noting that the fire department will be sending out newsletters in the future as a way of updating everyone on departmental information and activities.
Chief Scartozzi stated that trainings are being well attended, tours of the fire hall by many of the local youth groups have increased, two new volunteer firefighters have signed up, and Bret Tremble has been appointed to handle the Junior Volunteer Firefighter Program.

Rick Johnson, Chief GPD informed Council that the park restrooms had been vandalized again, during the day, so trying to lock the restrooms at dusk to prevent vandalism is not going to work.

Two police cars have went down.  The City mechanic is trying to get them running but we could have some issues between now and when the new vehicles arrive.

Officer Chris Wyzykowski is in the academy and during that time a few of his shifts will be filled in by Brandon Walter who is both a reserve and an employee of the Public Works Department.  

There will be a Domestic Violence Grant meeting that is open to the public on June 21 at 10:00 in the City Council Chambers.
Dave Griffin, PWD noted the there is still snow pack in the watershed.  Draining of the lower reservoir is still happening and will be down about a week for repairs.

The City has had a few complaints on the skate park needing repairs.  Director Griffin said he spoke with the company and they will be down the 2-3 week of July to make all necessary repairs.

COUNCIL BUSINESS:

Goldendale Jaycees

Ken Young with the Goldendale Jaycees presented a request to sell state approved fireworks June 30th through July 4th for Independence Day holiday.  It was noted that insurance has been obtained and the City of Goldendale is listed as is required on the insurance documentation.  The fireworks would be sold at the American Legion property.

A motion by Councilmember Hoctor, seconded by Councilmember Balcom  to allow the Goldendale Jaycees to sell fireworks June 30th thru July 4th at the American Legion property.  Motion Carried Unanimously.


Connection Fee Ordinance
Health
REPORT OF MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR & COUNCILMEMBERS: 
Mayor Sigfrinius:  Thanked Lorraine Reynolds for her hard work on the Blue Moon Festival.  The festival went very well, Astronaut Stephen Robinson was well received by the community, and the Bluegrass Music was a very popular extra to the event.

Mayor Sigfrinius told Council that questions had been put forth about the workload City Administration is currently handling.  In response to the questions, a project list was prepared by department heads and distributed for each councilmember to review.  Mayor Sigfrinius requested council take time to study and bring back ideas, whether that means additions to the list, a strategy for preference on which projects are addressed first to last, whatever just please review and bring back any comments.

Councilmember Eaton:  Asked if and when an ordinance could be developed that addresses cars left unattended over an extended period of time.  
Councilmember Montanye:  Asked about the water/sewer connection fee ordinance.

Councilmember Cuff:  Inquired about the next Citizens Review Board meeting and the possibility of amending/changing the current ordinance to allow for a civil infraction as a short term solution to some of the garbage and weed problems we have.  Also, Councilmember Cuff asked about measures to help with the vandalism at the park bathrooms.  
Councilmember Balcom:  Asked PWD Griffin about the liability issues surrounding the repairs needed at the skateboard park.  PWD Griffin stated that he believes any risk or liability is minimal and currently he is working with the company who supplied us with the park materials to get them on site soon to make necessary repairs.

Councilmember Balcom asked if the hospital had met the June 1st deadline on the helipad issue, and it was confirmed that the hospital had followed the plan they provided.

Lastly, a big thank you to Lorraine for her work in making the Blue Moon Festival so successful.

Councilmember Johnston:  Requested the Building Inspector Andy O’Connor either comes to Council at least once a month or offer reports to Council on his activities regarding clean up of homes/abated properties/vacant properties.

City Administrator Larry Bellamy:  Reviewed upcoming meetings and events noting the Urban Growth Boundary update will be addressed at two different scheduled public hearings on June 6th and 18th.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Joni Kayser, 321 W Sentinel, Goldendale was present along with a number of employees of Klickitat Valley Health Services.  She wanted Council to hear from the employees of KVHS that a strike vote was held on June 1st and the vote passed with 97% of the SEIU members voting to strike effective June 11th unless a contract can be reached by that time.  Time has been set for a 3-day intensive negotiation session with all sides hoping everyone comes to the table ready to talk and settle issues once and for all.  Employees truly don’t wish to take this step because of the effect on the community, but believe it is the appropriate action to take given the circumstances.
ADJOURNMENT:
A motion by Councilmember Johnston, seconded by Councilmember Balcom to adjourn the regular meeting of the Goldendale City Council.  Motion Carried Unanimously.








_________________________
ATTEST:






Mark Sigfrinius








Mayor
____________________________

Tracy Hansen

Clerk-Treasurer
